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HE advertiser is one of the chief exponents of 
modern co-operative business. In return for a 
greater volume of sales produced through advertis- 
ing, he is giving to the public a better article at lower 
cost. But the public plays a vital part, too. It must 
read advertising, and purchase advertised goods, 
in order to share in the benefits that come from 
advertising. - 














My Prayer 
Covet earnestly the best gifts.—1 Corinthians 12 : 31 
By Virginia D. Simms 


ATHER, the Gift of Tongues I seek. 

Not Hebrew, Sanskrit, Syriac, Greek,} 
But tongues that loving words can speak, 
To raise the fallen, help the weak, 
No sad, complaining tongue be mine; 
No cynic’s tongue to scold.er whine ; 
But, loving Father, let my speech 
Be “gentle, patient, apt to teach,” 
Till Canaan’s language I shall speak,— 
Such is the Gift of Tongues I seek. 


The Gift of Healing, Lord, I ask. 
To help thefwounded be my task; 
For broken hearts are all around, 
Sorely distressed, with many a wound, 
souls are sick of divers ills, 

ears, falt’ring faith, and broken wills, 
And Gilead’s balm is in thy word. 
Grant me this Gift of Healing, Lord! 





A Triumph for the Faith 


_ Those who will not affirm their faith in the vir- 
gin birth of Christ cannot now be ordained as min- 
isters in the Presbyterian Church. This momentous 
action was taken by the (Northern) General Assem- 
bly, with only slight opposition, in its annual session 
last week in’ Columbus, Ohio. The oceasion of the 
action had been the ordaining by New York Presby- 
tery, with subsequent. approval by New York Synod, 
of two students who declined either to deny or affirm 
belief in the virgin birth, The General Assembly re- 
affirmed belief in. this doctrine as essential, over- 
ruled the New York Synod, and ordered that the case 
be remanded to the New York Presbytery for action 
complying with the General Assembly's decision. 
There was an immediate protest by a minority, and 
Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin of Union Seminary, a leader 
of the Modernists in New York, filed a protest signed 
by himself and fourteen other Commissioners —— 

r, 
Coffin, it will be remembered, is the Liberal leader 


ee 


_ tian to remember~ the inspired words: 


who, when another young candidate for the ministry 
was being examined this spring and would not affirm 
his belief in the virgin birth and bodily resurrection 
of Christ, was reported to have said in Presbytery: 
“Tf this man is not fit to come into the Presbytery of 
New York, I am not fit to remain in it, because my 
position on all these theological points is just what his 
is ! When you make it hard for men of letters 
and science to become Presbyterian ministers you are 
striking a blow at the Church.” Among those who 
voted in favor of that young candidate in New York 
were Dr. George Alexander, First Church; Dr. Wil- 
liam P. Merrill, Brick Church; and Dr. Tertius Van 
Dyke, Park Avenue Church. It is.men of such stand- 
ing and leadership as these who are doing their utmost 
to destroy belief in the foundations of the Christian 
faith. The notable action of the General Assembly, 
therefore, has the deepest import. Dr. Macartney 
said of the action: “The decision has done a magnifi- 
cent service to the cause of evangelical Christianity 
throughout the world. The virgin birth, by this de- 
cision, is declared to be an essential doctrine.” Yet 
Dr. John Grier Hibben, President of Princeton Uni- 
versity and a Presbyterian minister, has said that if 
the young candidate who is agnostic on the virgin 
birth is not good enough for the Presbyterian ministry, 
then he himself is not. It is a time for every Chris- 
“Keep that 
which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and 
vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so- 
called: which some professing have erred concerning 


the faith.” 
=< 
Church Gypsies 


A person who is rooted and grounded cannot be 
a wanderer. God tells us that he wants us to be 
“rooted and grounded” in the faith, Many a Chris- 
tian is not that, even though saved, and the result 
is a distressingly wandering spiritual experience, Dr. 

T. Shields, pastor of the Jarvis Street, Baptist 
Church of Toronto, calling attention to the Scripture 
“that we henceforth no more children,” asks: 
““What is the characteristic of children? Tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc- 


trine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.’ Some people are 
carried about by the latest fad that comes to town. 
I spent a year in evangelistic work, from town to 
town, and from city to city, some years ago. I found 
different situations in different places: but I found a 
certain type of religious people,—church gypsies, 
everywhere; they are found everywhere but belong 
nowhere; they are always getting religion, yet never 
seem to have any; they can be depen upon no | 
for one thing, to respond to the latest religious f 
The last preacher that comes to town is the onl 
preacher they ever heard who knew how to prea 
the Gospel. They stay with him two or three months ; 
then they go on to find somebody else. We ought to 
outgrow such childishness; we should so know our 
Bibles, and be so rooted and grounded, that we can- 
not be ‘carried about with every wind of doctrine,’ 
We should be established so as to stand like the cedars 
of Lebanon in the face of the fiercest storm.” The 
secret of this, after having surrendered wholly to the 
Lord, is to feed daily and substantially on his Word. 


a 
Loneliness 


There are worse things than loneliness. The prodi- 
gal son was not lonely while he was wasting his sub- 
stance with riotous living in a far country. He was 
lonely when he was forced to go into the fields to feed 
swine; and that loneliness was the greatest blessing 
God could send him just then: it marked the beginning 
of his return to fellowship with his father. But there 
is another kind of loneliness, which may come to those 
who are in the fullest fellowship with Christ. It is 
the result of the attitude of the world toward Christ. 
The world is not interested in those whose lives are 
hid with Christ in God, and is likely to give them the 
cold shoulder. Therefore the Spirit-filled life may 
be a lonely life. But, as some one has pointed out, 
it is never a lonesome life, for we always have the 
companionship of the Lord Jesus. His Word, which 
he fulfils, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the age,” makes lonesomeness impossible for 
the abiding Christian, and fills our loneliness with the 
joy of the Lord. 


Afterward 


“Now no chastening for the essere seemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward 
tt yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto which are exercised thereby” (Heb. 
T2:rr). 


IKE a rainbow through our tears, like a shaft 
of sunlight in a dark room, comes the refreshing 
trefrain in life’s deep symphony of pain, 

promised AFTERWARD. 

Clouds of suffering hang heavy on life’s horizon. 
Suddenly, unexpectedly, we are called aside from the 
sunny path of everyday joys. Unaccountable, almost 
incredible causes for pain ris¢ to bewilder us, and in 
the darkness. and loneliness tempt us to lose faith,— 
faith in the divine pattern for our lives which we have 
faithfully tried to work out under His guidance, even 
faith in him into whose hands we unreservedly put 
our lives when we sang, “Have thine own way, Lord, 
have thine own way.” : 

In this very avalanche of fiery trial that has come 
sweeping in upon us with overwhelming force, the 
Adversary, ever watchful to discover his opportunity, 
comes with subtle whisper, “He, ‘too, has failed you, 
the One in whom Pte placed implicit confidence. He 
figs, tate you to suffer alone. He does not care, after 


God's 


Your thought runs back to that moment when the 
Lord became all and in all. Out of the selfishness and 
worldliness of life, one day, he stepped into the fore- 
ground. He became intensely real, and you felt he 
was “altogether lovely.” Some you had known who 
were lovely in one thing, and some lovely in another, 
but Jesus had been the only one who was altogether 
lovely. No flaw in him, no - disappointment;- but 


now he, too,,seems to have failed. The-warm glow of 
his presence seems withdrawn, and in the ‘chill of 
darkness and loneliness the crowning sorrow is the 
cry from the depths of your inmost soul, “Hath God 
forgotten to be gracious? Is his mercy clean gone 
forever? Doth his promise fail forever more?” 
Listen again to the sweet refrain in your symphony 
of pain; “Nevertheless, afterward!” 
E’en the hour that darkest seemeth, 
Will His changeless goodness prove; 
From the gloom His brightness streameth, 
God is wisdom, God is love. 


The motives of God’s testings are benevolent. 
faithfulness thou hast afflicted me.” These trials have 
come that those first small germs of good which he 
implanted within may develop into strong sweet ma- 
turity. 

A young business man who had been severely tested, 
and whose heart was again and again tempted to re- 
bellion during the process of trial to which his life 
was submitted, came to a Christian worker. His 
motherless babes, two and five years old, clung ene 
to either hand.. Though still in his early thirties his 
hair was snow white from the hours of anguish 
through which»he had passed. An income of twenty 
thousand dollars a year was gone. His capital, too, 
was all swept away. His home was gone, his cat was 
for sale. Stripped of everything but the two loved 
children that hung to each of his strong hands, the 
big, broad-shouldered young father, towering over six 
feet in the strength of a capable manhood, looked 
steadfastly at the worker and said, “In looking back 
upon my sufferings I find that God makes no mistakes.’ 

“When amid the breaking light and exuberant glad- 
hess you review the pathway by which you have come, 
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you will realize your indebtedness to His matchless 
grace in keeping that which you committed unto Him.” 

“Despise not thou-the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of him.” 

Trials come to us from three sources: the mistakes 
and failures of others, our own mistakes and sins, and 
the providences of God. How can we bear these trials 
and be happy in them? 

_ First, by understanding the purpose of our afflic- 
tions, 

There is a Latin proverb, Mors janus vitae, “death 
is the door to life.’ This divine principle is taught 
in both the natural and spiritual realm. “Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” 

God has a wonderful plan for life. Not only to 
redeem men and women from the penalty of sin, not 
only to forgive the individual sins which we have 
committed, but, having released us from the power of 
the old sinful nature, to bring us out into the glorious 
fulness of his own likeness, 

The Gospel is the power of God. It is a living 
power. It cannot come into any life and that life 
remain the same. These great processes and laws of 
the spiritual begin to operate as soon as the new life 
of Christ is implanted within. Then begins the un- 
folding of the new life. 

What is our part in the process? Simply to say 
“yes” to all that our Lord does. We pray too 
much for deliverance from trial, and too little that 
we may be exercised thereby. 

We cry out in our pain, “Why is God leading me 
through such a thorny way? Has God forgotten?” 

How strange the answer that falls across our 
hearts! God leads you through pain because he loves 
you. “Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” In 
the rocky matrix of our nature he sees something very 
precious to him, a tiny ore of faith (which he has 
placed there), and he tests you, “that the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ.” 

“Then welcome each rebuff that turns earth’s smooth- 
ness rough.” As each trial comes, bear in mind that 
it is part of the all things working together for good, 
that we may be made comformable to the image of 
his Son. 

The second way to bear trial is to keep an undim- 
med faith in our unseen Lord. 

A little boy went with his father to visit in the 
country where his father was to~preach in the little 
country church. After the services they were shown 
to their room. The lights were extinguished, and the 
little son in a cot beside his father’s bed became con- 
scious of a darkness that he had never known before 
in his few years of city life. Always the light from 
the street lights had shone in, but here was an oppres- 
sive silence and darkness of the country where even 
the stars had hidden their feeble light under a misty 
veil of rain. The strangeness and silence and loneli- 
ness of the night frightened the child, and he whis- 
pered through the darkness, “Father, are you there?” 

“Yes, son, I am here.” 

“Father, is your face turned this way ?” 

“Yes, son, my face is turned your way.” 

The little fellow was silent for a few moments; then 
again he asked his questions, and again the reassuring 
answer came back, “Yes, son, I am right here, and my 
face is turned your way.” 

Frightened child of God, bewildered in an experi- 
ence of pain, listen to the Father’s voice: “Lo, I am 
with you alway.” “I will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee.” When we answer, “Hear, O Lord, when 
I cry ... Hide not thy face far from me.” “Hide 
not thy face from thy servant; for I am in trouble: 
Hear me speedily,” the reassuring answer comes, “My 
face have I not hid.” 


I’d rather walk in the dark with God 
Than walk alope in the light, 

I'd rather walk with Him by faith 
Than walk alone by sight. 


Let us remember that our testing is only for a 
season, “For a season, if need be, ye are in heavi- 
ness,” the sun will shine, the clouds will lift, and after- 
ward will come the wonder-glow of his love when 
we see that it has worked out within us the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness. 

Madame Guyon said that for seven years she had 
to walk in the midst of severe testing and without any 
consciousness of the Lord’s presence, but she consid- 
‘ered those the most valuable years of all her Chris- 
tian experience. There sprang up within her heart an 
intensity of passion for holiness which God instils, 
and which is a sure token that the longing will re- 
ceive satisfaction. ki 
_ “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning.” Each trial points to the future, the 
glad afterward when we enjoy the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness wrought out in our lives during the 
hours of pain and testing. 

There are many examples of the lives of God’s 
saints and heroes that have been tested by pain. Let 
us look for a moment at Joseph, behind prison bars 
because he refused to sin against the God he loved 
and served. 

What a test of faith as the doors swung to and the 
keys grated in the lock, shutting him away from lib- 
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erty and honor into drudgery and loneliness! But 
the smile of God broke into the prison cell. Nor was 
it a prison like those we are accustomed to see, dry 
and well built. The Hebrew word is a miserable hole, 
two or three little rooms crowded with prisoners; 
stifling air, shut in from the sunshine. 

But can we doubt that Joseph’s greatest trial was 
the agonizing question, “What of the early dreams, 
what of the promised power? Were these truly of 
God? Or were they but the fevered ambition of my 
own brain? If they were of God, have I failed him, 
that I should end my days in a prison cell? Have 
I missed some signpost somewhere that he wished me 
to see, and have I come far out of the way of sunlight 
and prosperity ?” 

But history unfolds the secret that in this way, and 
this alone, was Joseph’s pathway to the throne. In 
the prison cell the Psalmist tells us the iron entered 
into the soul of Joseph, and there in pain and suffering 
the boy was discipled for great leadership. 

God wants iron saints. Never more so than now. 
In these days of chaos and unrest, he must put his 
chosen ones through the tempering fires; but always 
there comes the glad afterward of power and joy. 

young woman gave her life unreservedly into 
the hands of the great Potter. With unerring pre- 
cision he led her to a mission field. Life in the mis- 
sion station began bouyantly, hopefully. The sun 
shone, the joys of service multiplied. There was no 
hint of sorrow or disappointment, failure or defeat. 
Then suddenly the whole scene changed. Strife came 
among the workers; health gave way; and, broken in 
body and spirit by severe suffering, the young woman 
returned to the homeland. 

Loved ones who had known her before she left 
home, remembering the proud, high-tempered nature, 
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the self-will and domineering spirit, dreaded the care 
of the invalid, — but they had not counted on God’s 
afterward. Grace, sweetness, patience, humility, and 
selflessness had been wrought out through pain, and 


those who ministered in her sick room were amazed . 


again and again at the peaceable fruits of righteous 
ness that the terrible experience had worked out. 


The darkest picture of sorrow this world has ever’ ” 


looked upon was the tragedy of Calvary. The very 
heavens clothed themselves in midnight blackness; the 
heavy crepe of nature blotted out the sunlight. All 
creation bent and wept, and with convulsive sob the 
earth’s crust broke in a mighty earthquake when the 
hands that had created all were pierced by the brutal 
nails, . 

When Christ the mighty maker died 

For man’s and creature’s sins. 


But what shall we say of the afterward of Calvary? 
Napoleon on the Isle of St. Helena says: “You tell 
of Caesar, you tell of Alexander, and their conquests, 
the enthusiasm they enkindled in the hearts of their 
soldiers, but think of the conquests of this dead man! 
Can you imagine Caesar as the eternal emperor of the 
Roman sénate from the depths of the-tomb gathering 
the empire and watching over the destinies of Rome? 
Yet here is a man who for eighteén centuries has pro- 
tected the church from storms which have threatened 
to engulf her.” 

From poet and artist and statesman and every hu- 
man heart who sees and knows eternal truth rises a 
psalm of praise. As we gaze on the glorious after- 
ward of Calvary, are we not censtrained to cry out 


with the great apostle, “That- I may know him, and , 


the power of his resurrection, andthe fellowship of 
his sufferings”? 





Did Christ Claim Virgin Birth? 


Those who question or reject the virgin birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ frequently say that the Lord 
never made this claim for himself. If they were cor- 
rect in this statement, it would have no bearing on 
the question, inasmuch as the inspired Scriptures 
abundantly declare and confirm the historical fact of 
the virgin birth, and there is much in the New Tes- 
tament which did not come from the human lips of 
our Lord, yet which is vital truth for his Church. 
He said to his disciples, during his earthly life, “I 
have yet many thing to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now” (John 16:12). But in the matter 
of Christ’s own claims a British Columbia reader of 
The Sunday School Times offers a most significant 
and illuminating bit of Bible study. He writes: 


I am reading with the keenest interest and great 
profit the articles by Dr. Kelly. I regard this series 
as the greatest event in the work of The Sunday School 
Times that has occurred during the forty years I have 
been a subscriber. His article on the Virgin Birth, it 
seems to me, is unanswerable. 

There is one point in regard to that event, however, 
to which I desire to call attention. One popular slogan 
of the Modernist is, “Why, Jesus himself never claimed 
to have been born of a virgin,’ and so far as I have 
seen that statement has never been called in question. 

I assert that our Lord did claim, to have been born 
of a virgin. 

On the first Easter Day, in his walk and talk with 
those two disciples on the way to Emmaus, after hear- 
ing their mournful story-it is said that, “Beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.” 
After they discovered to whom it was they had been 
talking, they hurried back to Jerusalem to tell the 
good news to the other disciples. They found them 
gathered together, and suddenly Jesus appears in their 
midst. After they recovered from their fright and were 
convinced that it was not a spirit but their risen Lord, 
he again made to them this significant statement: 
“These are the words which I spake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.” 

Isaiah was perhaps the most popular of all the 
prophets with the Jews. Seven hundred years before 
this, acting as the mouthpiece of Jehovah, he had given 
utterance to the following prophecy: “Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). Did our Lord take any excep- 
tion to this prophecy in either the talk on the road to 
Emmaus or that at Jerusalem? Not at all; but he. said 
to them in substance: “You see me here raised from 
the dead, a living proof of all the statements concern- 
ing me in all the scriptures,” including the mést strik- 
ing of all, the one with reference to his virgin birth. 

And then comes this further utterance on this mo- 
mentous occasion: “Then opened he their understand- 
ing, that they might understand the scriptures.” 

Any one who says that our Lord never claimed to 
have been born of a virgin nor even distantly alluded 
to the subject has evidently been devoting too much 
time to Darwin and too little to his Bible. 


This argument, or rather, exposition, seems unan- 
swerable, It cannot be brushed aside by the argument 
of Modernism that the Hebrew word for “virgin” in 





the passage in Isaiah may mean simply a young woe 
man of marriageable age, or “maiden.” It is true 
that the Hebrew word can mean either virgin or young 
woman. But the Holy Spirit himself has told us what 
the word as used-by Isaiah meant, for this is one of 
the Old Testamént prophecies definitely interpreted in 
the New Testament. Matthew’s inspired Gospel tells 
us, after narrating the supernatural conception of 
Jesus by the Holy Ghost in the virgin Mary: “Now 
all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, 
a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which be- 
ing interprgted is, God with us” (Matt. 1:22, 23). 


=< 
How May We Resist the Devil? 


The Bible tells us (Jas. 4:7), “Resist the. devil, and 
he will flee from you.” How. do we resist him?—A 
California Reader. 


The Epistle immediately following that of James 
tells us how to obey James’ inspired command to “re- 
sist the devil.” In 1 Peter 5:8, 9 we read: “Be sober, 
be vigilant; because your‘adversary the devil, as.a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may de- 
vour: whom resist stédfast in the faith.” 

It is hopeless folly to attempt to resist Satan in our 
own strength. When we do anything by faith, we let 


God do it. That is the meaning of faith: trusting God ~ 


to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. The 
only successful fight any Christian ever had with 
Satan was when the Christian let God do all the fight- 
ing. Still further light on the conflict with Satan is 
given in the sixth chapter of Ephesians, where we 
read concerning the armor of the Christian: “Above 
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked,” — 
that is, the wicked one, Satan. The next verse tells 
| te ME “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
rs) O ” 

Faith believes God’s. Word. Faith quotes the Word, 
which is sharper than any two-edged ‘sword, against 
Satan, even as our Lord himself, the captain of our 
salvation, resisted Satan by faith in the threefold 
temptation that came immediately after his baptism. 
When Jesus was “led-up of the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness to be tempted of the devil,’ and “the tempter 
came to him” and. hurled three desperate temptations 
against him, each time our Lord answered, “It is writ- 
ten,” and then quoted the infallible and invincible 
Word-of God against the Adversary. Resisting Satan 
by faith, even as we must do, the assurance of James 
that “he will flee from you” was fulfilled in our Lord’s 
experience, for we read that after the threefold at- 
tack and Christ’s threefold resistance by faith in the 
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, “then the devil 
leaveth him,” 

“The servant is not greater than his lord,” and we 
may have the experience of our Lord in quenching 
“all the fiery darts of the wicked one,” for “I can 
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
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Did Marshal Feng Act Rightly? 


Why did. he capture Peking, and is his army still intact ? 











By George T. B. Davis 














have cast no shadow on the character of Mar- 

shal Feng in the minds of those familiar with 
the facts. He is worthy of our high esteem and 
respect, both as a sincere Christian, and_as a good 
patriot, just as much now as before the Peking coup 
a’état.” 

This was the éarefully considered statement made to 
me by Mr. Arie Kok, the Chancellor of the Nether- 
lands Legation in Peking, who has been in constant 
touch with Marshal Feng and his associates during 
the past few months. 

Shortly before the sudden capture of Peking, 
the writer left the capital for similar labor in 
the central and eastern provinces. The only informa- 
tion I could secure about the war in the north of 
China was gained from vague rumors and from scrappy 
and often misleading newspaper reports. I felt the 
full force of the “storm of criticism and misrepre- 
sentation” of Marshal Feng. 

Various friends urged me to make a special visit 
to Peking to ascertain the real facts in the case. 
On reaching Peking, the first person with whom I 
talked was Mr. Kok. He has been—in China fifteen 
years, and speaks exceptionally fluent Chinese. He 
has been in the inner circle. of events from the very 
beginning of the recent dramatic events. Probably 
few, if any, foreigners:in the capital have had as many 
Kok to look behind the scenes. 
When I asked Mr. Kok, as a private individual, about 
the present status of the Christian army, he said: 


“Marshal Feng’s army is totally different from other 
Chinese armies. Other troops fall or stand with their 
leaders. The only force that holds them together is 
their pay. Marshal Feng’s men are held together by 
their Christian principles and_ their ideals of love for 
the welfare of the nation. The army remains intact 
even when the men have not been paid for months. 


Who Controls the Christian Army? 


“Marshal Feng still controls the army. As for 
morality and Christian spirit and character, this army 
remains unique in all the world. It has more than 
doubled in strength, and now numbers from sixty 
to eighty thousand men. ’ 

“The good work begun by Marshal Feng is con- 
tinued by his brigadier generals, who have been pro- 
moted by presidential mandates, and now hold im- 
portant positions in and around the capital.” 


In speaking of the principles that should guide us 
in forming our opinions of Marshal Feng and his 
actions, Mr. Kok said: 


“To attempt to measure the actions of Chinese 
Christians by Western standards would be an error. 
It could hardly be expected that those who have 
known the Bible for only a short time would live and 
in_ the _Scrip- 
tures from infancy, and brought up in a Christian en- 
vironment, and with centuries of Christian experience 
behind them. So at times the conduct of General Feng 
and his Christian: generals may be governed more in 
he with Old Testament standards than is usual 
with us. 

“The Oriental with the precedent of Chinese his- 
tory and the sanction of national custom may wel 
misinterpret much of the Old Testament. Certainly 
sound New Testament teaching and study are still 
needed in Feng’s army, and indeed they themselves 
recognize this and are anxious to have such help.” 


One of the main objects of my visit to Peking was 
to find out the real reasons for Marshal Feng’s sud- 
den return from the battle front to the capital to over- 
throw those in authority and assume for a time the 
reins of government. The first person from whom I 
sought a statement on the subject was Pastor Hsii, 
the Chief Chaplain of the Christian army. When I 
asked him what led Marshal Feng to make the mo- 
mentous decision, he said: 


“He returned to Peking for the following reasons: 
“First. Wu_Pei Fu was not prepared for war, 
while Chang Tso-lin had been preparing for two 
ears. 
! “Second. Wu Pei Fu had practically no money with 
which to carry on the conflict, while Chang Tso-lin 
had plenty of money. : ‘ 

“Third. No winter clothing was provided for Mar- 
shal Feng’s men, yet they were ordered to march 
northward through the desert on a month’s journey in 
an encircling movement on Moukden. The men would 
have perished with the cold. 

“Fourth. The food supply sent to Marshal Feng 
was utterly insufficient. The flour and rice furnished 
would only last fifteen days at the most. 

“Fifth. The promise of financial help was broken, 


Tae events of the past few months in China 


Marshal Wu promised $500,000, but a total of only 
$200,000 was received. Marshal Feng had 5,000 carts 
and 3,000 camels, for which he had promised to pay 
$10,000 a day, so the $200,000 would only last 20 days 
for the carts and camels, with nothing for food or 
pay for the soldiers. e 

“Sixth. Marshal Feng was told to take money and 
food from the people. But he refused to rob or loot. 
In addition there were insufficient ple in the desert 
to support his army, even if he had wished to loot 
as he marched. 

“Seventh, He was unwilling to support a war that 
meant the slaughter of so many Chinese by Chinese, 
with nothing to be gained in the event of victory. 

“Eighth. He returned to Peking to bring about 
peace, and was willing to fight if need be to secure 
this end.” 


What the Governor of Peking Thinks of Feng 


_Before I left Peking Mr. Kok arranged an’ inter- 
view with an official, better fitted than almost any other 
person to speak authoritatively. He is .Mr. Hsieh 
Tu-pi, the Civil Governor of Peking. 

When I asked Mr, Hsieh Tu-pi what had actuated 
gg Feng in making the Peking coup d’état, he 
said: 


“Marshal Feng’s main object during the past four 
months has been peace and unity in the Chinese na- 
tion. In coming back from the front during the fight- 
ing his main object was to bring about peace. He 
was not in enmity with Wu and Tsau Kun; but their 
objects were different. Their object was war; his 
object was peace. Hence for this reason he invited 
Tuan Chi-jui to come to Peking. Tuan is a man who 
is honored in China, and is known for his honesty 
and uprightness of character, so Feng thought he was 
the man to save China. 

“Chang Tso-lin and Wu Pei-fu had already been 
fighting for two months and the end. was not in sight. 
Many lives had already been sacrificed and much 
money spent. Feng made the peace move to stop the 
needless bloodshed and civil strife, and bring peace. 

“Then Marshal Feng resigned because he wanted 
to show that his move had been made simply and 
solely for the benefit of the country, and not for his 
private interest. He also wished to show that he had 
no enmity toward Wu and Tsau Kun. 

“In that wire there was one important sentence 
which was this: It is the military men, instead of the 





Mr. Davis has returned to America after 
more than a year spent in China, distributing 
the Word of God in Marshal Feng’s army, and 
among prisoners, policemen, students, and others. 
Nearly fifty thousand copies of the New Tes- 
tament were given free of charge to those who 
agreed to read and carry them. © 


It is now proposed, in co-operation with the 
Bible Societies and missionaries, to distribute a 
million copies of the New Testament through- 
out China in an effort to reach the people 
quickly with the Word of God. 


It is estimated that the total expense of the 
campaign, including the printing and _ distrib- 
uting of the Testaments, will be about $150,000, 
or fifteen cents a copy. A simple method has 
been suggested by which Christians everywhere 
may have a definite and continuous share in this 
nation-wide campaign. If God's children in the 
homelands will give 


A Testament a Day, and a Prayer a Day, 
To Help Save China 


this great sowing of the Word can be accom- 
plished. To provide one Testament a day will 
mean only $4.50 a month. Surely many readers 
of The Sunday School Times as well as Sun- 
day-schools and churches will wish to have 
the privilege of sharing in this nation-wide 
campaign of evangelism and free distribution 
of the Word of God. 


Will you provide a Testament a day for 
China for one month, for one year, or for 
longer if God so leads? Gifts should be desig- 
nated “For China Testament Fund,” and may 
be sent to The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 











people, who are the cause of the.troubles in China. 
He also expressed the hope that in the future the mili- 
tary leaders would act for the benefit of the people 
rather than for their injury. 

“In all these efforts Marshal Feng was perfectly sin- 
cere. He resigned three times, and three times his 
resignation was not accepted. Because the political 
situation has not been settled Tuan desires Feng to 
remain at the head of his army so he can be ready 
for future eventualities. 

“Marshal Feng has now resigned for the fourth time 
because he thinks there is no need for him. But Tuan 
still wants to retain him, and has refused his fourth 
m_— (Other resignations have followed 
since, 


When I asked Mr. Hsieh why Marshal Feng de- 
posed the young Emperor, he said: 


‘When the agreement was made about the Manchu 
abdication it was stipulated that the Emperor should 
leave the palace within a short period of time. How- 
ever, he never left the palace. On the contrary he 
continued to issue edicts, and to keep up his court, and 
to receive the homage of the Manchu nobles. ~So 
in this way he remained Emperor among his own clan. 

“This was a cause of confusion to the people; and 
was not in accord with the spirit of a real republic. 
It was also a cause for all sorts of rumors and plots 
for the restoration of the monarchy. Feng and his 
—r., decided to put an end to this anomalous sit- 
uation. 


When I asked about Marshal Feng’s attitude toward 
Bolshevism, Mr. Hsieh said very positively: “Feng 
has not the least connection with Bolshevism.” 


Why Feng Has Been Sent to the Frontier 


In conclusion I asked why it was that Marshal Feng 
had been sent off to the frontier of the country, in- 
stead of being given a prominent position in the heart 
of China. In reply he said: 


“When Feng went to Tientsin for a conference with 
Tuan and Chang, it was suggested by Chang Tso-lin 
that Marshal Feng should become Governor of the 
rich central province of Hupeh. But Feng declined 
this offer, because the object of his coup d'état was 
not to gain a province but to serve his country. More- 
over, his acceptance of this position would have caused 
fresh fighting, which was in opposition to his ideals 


of peace. 

“Marshal Feng had often expressed his desire to 
get the sparsely populated districts colonized. Tuan 
seeing that Marshal Feng refused to accept any office 
in China proper, thought he might re-accept the_ap- 
pointment to his old office, which was Director Gen- 
eral of the Northwestern Frontier. Thus far Mar- 
shal Feng has not accepted even this position. 

“His idea is that instead of all crowding around the 
fire, they should go to the sparsely populated places, 
and start fires by cultivating the land and immigration. 

“Tuan has found out now that Marshal Feng does 
not want to have a fine place in some rich province in 
Ghina; but that he likes these out of the way places. 
Hence he hopes he will devote himself to immigration.” 


Shortly before Mr. D. E. Hoste left Shanghai on 
his trip to Australasia and Great Britain, I asked 
what he thought of Marshal Feng’s Peking coup 
d’état. In reply he dictated a strong statement show- 
ing the tremendous responsibility a person takes upon 
himself in deciding to forsake his superior officer; 
but declaring that in certain circumstances it was not 
only permissible, but justifiable. Mr. Hoste said fur- 
ther, that looking at the past records of Wu and Feng 
he felt the latter was entirely justified in his action. 
Let me quote Mr. Hoste’s own words: 


“In closing this letter I must again repeat that for 
my own part, my mature, considered judgment is that 
Marshal Feng acted rightly in leaving Marshal Wu, 
thereby averting great evils from his country. | 

“I trust you will be greatly helped in securing the 
earnest, persevering prayers of Christian people every- 
Where on his behalf, and in pepe. away from many 
minds the doubt and distrust engendered by the recent 
storm of criticism and misrepresentation. It is my 
un, set to pray for him two cr three times every 

ay. 


Now is surely the time to pray fervently for Mar- 
shal Feng. It is probable that he is in a far better 
position to hear God’s voice “in the wilderness” of 
northwestern China than while “learning the wisdom 
of the Egyptians” during his year or two in Peking. 
It was while Moses was “in the wilderness” rather 
than “in the palace” that he received the commission 
to deliver the Children of Israel. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The New Bible Demanded by the New Education 


A startling exposure of the heart of Dr. Fosdick’s Modernism 


By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 








ally, about new evidence (not for, but against 

the ancient use of the Bible) — knowledge un- 
familiar to men of former times, new instrumentalities 
with which more accurately to determine the value 
of a text. 

But surely he knows that none of this has af- 
fected, nor can in any way affect, the fundamental 
statements of the Book as to man’s constitution, sin, 
death, the person of Christ, the fact of his cross, the 
record of his resurrection, ascension, and the multi- 
plied statements as to his Second Coming. There is 
no new text that can, even in a degree, change the 
angle, the setting, nor the intrinsic value of these 
granite statements. 

All the increased knowledge apart from the text 
of the Bible does not render untenable the great, re- 
corded decree of the Son of God: 

“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 

Dr. Fosdick himself involuntarily testifies that the 
Babylonian literature out of which at one time it was 
so categorically stated Moses had drawn the cosmo- 
logical record of Genesis, has been proven to be a lot 
of pitiful rubbish and altogether negligible stuff. 

The larger and more critical attainment in Greek 
scholarship has not changed that immense, far ring- 
ing, confessional phrase: 

“My Lord and my God.” 

It seems out of place to talk about scholarship as 
the special endowment or equipment of an oligarchy 
of candor, a hierarchy of particular sincerity, within 
whose restrained and special circle the truth will be 
told and not even the suspicion of obscurantism toler- 
ated; very startling to talk in such fashion in the 
face of men who bring accredited scholarship and un- 
tainted sincerity in their support of the old text and 
who kneel at the feet of a Christ concerning whom 
they say as reverently and as fully as did Thomas 
of old: 

“My Lord and my God.” 

, Men who find all the newly discovered readings 
have not changed a single accent in the sweet clarity 
of that Gospel which testifies that God the Father 
made his Son who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might be made the very righteousness of God in 


D: FOSDICK tells us much, and erfthusiastic- 


im, 

But Dr. Fosdick persists in environing himself in 
the atmosphere of “advanced,” and “agreed,” scholar- 
ship and by it finds his justification for demanding a 
modern use of the Bible. 

He justifies himself on the ground that as now writ- 
ten and edited, the Bible actually contradicts and is 
contradicted, by science, by history, and human ex- 
perience. 

Every year, we are told, an army of young men and 
young women are pouring out through the gateway 
of school, academy, college, and university and, unless 
something is done to avert the catastrophe, this ris- 
ing generation, filled with the new knowledge which 
science brings, unable to accept the Bible as it has 
been interpreted, will repudiate it, turn their back upon 
bend Church and refuse to listen, even, to its attempted 
ethics. 

To save this generation, these future molders of 
the world, the Bible must be interpreted in the light 
of science, on the plane of an enlarged concept of 
humanity and the possible consciousness of God in 
the soul, 


His Gospel, the Destruction of the Word 


Better a thousand times (that is the logic of this 
conclusion) — better a thousand times cut to pieces 
the Old Testament with its blood-thirsty and extermin- 
ating God; better join hands with the scientist in re- 
pudiating the unscientific and merciless God it por- 
trays and banish him forever from the consideration 
of men; better cut out of the New Testament every 
recorded miracle accredited to Christ, every claim 
reported to be made by himself; better turn the Gos- 
pels into an accepted ‘patch work of fiction and the 
epistles, particularly those of Paul, inspired by his re- 
action from the Torah and the complications of the 
Talmud, into nothing of more value than the expres- 
sion of personal opinion; better to take the crown of 
deity from Christ and reshape it into a divinity of 
“spiritual quality” only; better seal up the tomb and 
keep within it the dust of his unrisen body; better re- 
peat over and over again that his resurrection is noth- 
ing more than the persistence of his precepts and 
principles; better all that at any cost to the worth 
of the New Testament and the Bible as a whole, than 
by an out of date and lamentable perversity hold on 
to it in the old, absurd and exploded idea that it is 
the “inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God,” and 
thus drive this scientific new generation into the un- 
dertow of an ever deepening tide of materialism. 


Dr. Haldeman writes to the Editor: 

“ Dr. Fosdick’s poison is subtle and penetrating. 
Young students for the ministry visit me and 
write me from the seminaries. The havoc his 
books, his attitude and personal influence are 
making is little realized. It would be a rich re- 
ward to me if in any degree my review should 
have it in some measure of spiritual antitoxin.” 

This is the fifth article in the series by Dr. 
Haldeman reviewing Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick’s 
latest book, “The Modern Use of the Bible.” 
The series will be concluded in an early issue; 
meantime the entire series, together with much 
valuable material not appearing here, is now pub- 
lished in book form by The Sunday School Times 
Company. It is entitled: “Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick’s Book, ‘The Modern Use of the Bible’; 
A Review,” and it may be ordered from the 
Times Company, or from your bookseller, at $1. 
Your co-operation is asked in circulating the book 


among those who may not have realized the 
harmfulness of Modernism. - 








In short, to save this generation from a moral and 
spiritual debacle, in order to save them for God and 
their fellow men, it is better to cast away this Book 
than persistently present it as the perfect and final 
revelation from God to man. 

Here, indeed, is the secret of Dr. Fosdick’s attitude 
to the Bible. He would take out of it all that is mir- 
aculous, supernatural, and superhuman, in order that 
he may make it acceptable to the natural man; a Bible 
that may be received by the natural heart of unbelief 
as readily as a newspaper or a magazine article; and 
this too, in face of the declaration of Holy Scripture 
that “the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them.” 


Dr. Fosdick Elusive and Contradictory 


In spite of his quality as a writer Dr. Fosdick is 
elusive and to a degree contradictory as a thinker, 
and is always, by virtue of this endowment, escaping 
from the point where you would hold him to the logic 
of his basic propositions. 

At one moment his writing is as fully infidelic in 
form as that of any openly confessed infidel, just as 
caustic, just as relentlessly destructive, turning ancient 
faith into folly and modern confidence into absurdity ; 
and then, suddenly, he will turn and appeal for a more 
intensive faith in the Book which he has endeavored 
to break and mutilate; or exalting it to a plane where 
he demonstrates the poverty and intellectual ruin that 
would fall on the world were the world robbed of it, 
he will immediately snatch it from you as a fetish and 
rebuke your devotion to it as a bibliolatry of which 
you should be ashamed. At one moment giving you a 
stab of criticism, in which the criticism is so double- 
edged with scientific assertion and the cold steel of 
cynicism that every nerve of faith and hope in respect 
to the Book is paralyzed, he will turn again and as 
with a royal largess pour into your heart the all-per- 
vading balm of assurance for every doubt, bidding you 
believe what you have lost you have in reality gained. 

As an example of this elusiveness and the under- 
current of contradiction, note what he has to say about 
miracles. 

“We do not accept Biblical narratives of the mir- 
aculous as an act of faith. We do it, if we do it at all, 
because we are historically convinced. Approaching 
the Bible so, there are some narratives of miracles 
there which I do not believe. To suppose that a_man 
in order to be a loyal and devout disciple of our Lord 
in the twentieth century A. D. must think that God 
in the ninth century B. C. miraculously sent bears to 
eat up unruly children or made an axe-head swim 
seems to me dangerously ridiculous . . . Joshua mak- 
ing the sun stand still may be poetry and the story of 
Jonah and the great fish may bc parable; the mir- 
aculous aspects of the plagues in Egypt and the magic 
fall of Jericho’s walls may be legendary heightenings 
of historical events; the amazing tales of Elijah and 
Elisha may be largely folklore; and, in the New Tes- 
tament, finding a coin in a fish’s mouth to pay the tem- 
ple tax, or walking on water, or blasting a tree with 
a curse, may be just such stories as always have been 
associated with an era of outstanding personalities 
and creative spiritual power. Certainly, I find some 
of the miracle-narratives of Scripture historically in- 
credible” (pp. 163, 164). 

Having classified these miracles as poetry, or par- 
able, legendary folk-lore, “heightenings,” that is, in- 
vention, pure fiction, narratives to him utterly in- 
credible, Dr, Fosdick comes back on the basis of 


psychic research in respect to the “puzzling” record 
of the resurrection of Christ, as indicated by a psychic 
investigator whom he quotes, and with an evident de- 
sire to tone down the shock his repudiation of the 
miracles cited might give, says: 

“There is no use in pretending that we know more 
than we do, and about many an ancient miracle-nar- 
rative a man may well suspend judgment awaiting 
light” (p. 165). 

Another illustration of this elusive method and the 
seeming involuntary and contradictory swing back, in 
a rush of rhetorical exaltation of the Book his ra- 
tionalistic statements have so maltreated (just “as 
though one who had smitten you in the face turned 
and graciously offered an emollient whose application 
should take away some of the inflammation produced 
by the blow), after having frankly stated the origin 
of the Bible is immature and childlike, he glorifies 
the opening lines of that Bible in this softening and 
gracious fashion: 

“When one turns from this welter of mythology 
[Babylonian] to the first chapter of Genesis, with 
its stately and glorious exordium, ‘In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth,’ one feels as 
though he had left miasmic marshes for a high moun- 
tain with clean air to breathe and great horizons to 
look upon” (p. 52). 

After calling the Bible a “framework” and its con- 
struction mere shifting thought forms whose language 
is a speech two thousand years out of date, whose 
“every idea started from primitive and childlike ori- 
gins,’ many of whose statements are only fiction, and 
whose miracle-narratives are “incredible,” is there 
anything finer than this from any man’s pen or tongte? 

Just this: 

“As for our English classics, take from them the 
contribution of the Scriptures and the remainder 
would resemble a town in Flanders after the big guns 
were through with it” (p. 3). 

It_is this elusiveness, this softening the blow before 
or after it is given, this sudden appeal to the resid- 
uary and reminiscent belief, even, in the most naturally 
unbelieving that disarms suspicion and leads people, 
some people, really to believe that Dr. Fosdisk is the 
prophet who is seeking to clear away all obstacles to 
faith and is in truth devoting himself to the defense 
of the Bible. , 

His elusiveness becomes vagueness— when diplo- 
matically necessary. 

Take the full lecture on miracles. 

Did any man ever, before use such terms, such 
definitions of miracles, such denial of any that can- 
not be verified historically, and yet such assurance 


that miracles are within the law and should be fully. 


expected to-day? And then when we are on the eve 
of recognizing that God has (because of his own lim- 
itless being, because his own being is a miracle) all 
embracing laws out of sight that may include any 
operation which seems against what we have known 
as law heretofore, we find suddenly the miracles to 
which reference is made are in reality nothing more 
than providential guidance of men, God’s moral action 
in men, so that, by the time we are at the end of the 
treatise, we are in an impasse and are forced to con- 
clude this uninterrupted run of smooth, flowing speech 
about miracles is after all only another skilful use 
of language to hide the undercurrent of real thought. 
Surely, I should not wish to be less than courteous, but 
I am satisfied were a premium offered to the person 
who could find out what Dr. Fosdick actually means 
by miracles, no man would ever come forward to 
claim the prize. 

And yet when you allow this outwardly vague utter- 
ance to permeate and dissolve in your mind you are 
persuaded that when Dr. Fosdick says some miracles 
to him are incredible as reported, he means all. recorded 
as such in the Bible are, finally and flatly, incredible 
and impossible, to him. : 

After every thrust at the literal reading of the 
Book he comes back to spiritual experience and skil- 
fully substitutes experience for the text itself. 

It is this constantly attempted exaltation of the 
spiritual side of the Bible, the spiritual that is said 
to run through it, experiences that are verified more 
or less in every age and in every individual history, 
which blinds the average person who reads a book like 
“The Modern Use of the Bible,” or hears its exalted 
sentiments in’ spoken addresses, and takes away for 
the time being all the effect of the smashing blows 
given to the verbal integrity of the Bible. 


Applauded by Infidels 


That in the twentieth century Dr. Fosdick should 
teach this Bible whose thought forms he believes to 
have been outgrown and now hopelessly out of date; 
that he should teach this Bible to be the ceaseless power 















































Lesson for June 21 
Acts 12 : 1-24 


for producing spiritual experience, and in proportion 
as we get rid of its thought forms, rebuke the literal 
interpretation of it, the foolish attempt to find typical 
characteristics and make them the key_and demonstra- 


_tion of supposedly fundamental truths; the more we 


accuse it and prove it guilty of falsehood in. verbal 
terms; the more we smite and reject its claims as di- 
rectly inspired of God, in that proportion, we exalt the 
Bible, recommend it, and help make it the abiding 
source of spiritual experience; that Dr. Fosdick is 
willing to do this shows a high state of courage and 
an intense enthusiasm which, when all verbalism is 
laid aside, is just pure, cold, measureless unbelief, the 
unbelief that is of the same quality to be found in 
every unregenerate mind and accentuated in every un- 
qualified infidel. ’ 

And it is a startling revelation of the inner quality 
of Dr. Fosdick’s book, its appeal to the natural un- 
belief in man and the quick apprehension the natural 
mind has of its quality, that some of the warmest 
commendations come from those who have no place 
for any kind of a Christ, and to whom the Bible has 
always been and ever will be nothing more than a 
human product of unequal values, and under no con- 
dition and in no sense whatever a revelation from God. 

Even those who hate Christ and would destroy the 
Bible applaud Dr. Fosdick’s book; they applaud it 
because they see in it the entering wedge to destroy 
faith in the Christ who has been worshipped and 
adored as God, even when loved and trusted as per- 
fect man. 

They see in it the force that would help dislodge 
the Bible from its place of authority in the mind and 
soul of man, and open more widely the door of that 
naturalism which gives no welcome to a transcen- 
dental, interfering and finally judging God. 


(To be continued in next week's issue) 


An Appreciation of Professor Hilprecht 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


Professor Herman V. Hilprecht D.D., LL.D., who died 

at his home in Philadelphia, on March 19, 1925, began 
writing regularly for The Sunday School Times in January, 
1887. For many years he was a vital factor in the archeo- 
logical interests and departments ofthe paper. His Oriental 
Lesson Lights and his later archeological contributions to 
The Sunday School Times were characterized by their rich 

helpfulness and reverent regard for God’s Word. 


S A scholar, my illustrious predecessor in the 

Archeological Department of The Sunday School 
Times, Professor Herman V. Hilprecht, had a 
spectacular career, few more so. My _ first con- 
tact with him was at the very height of his fame. 
A friend said to-me, “Have you heard Dr. Hilprecht ?” 
I replied that I knew nothing about his lectures, The 
friend said, “Oh, you must hear him,” and I did. His 
lectures had been completely crowded out of the Uni- 
versity Museum in Philadelphia by the great multi- 
tudes that came to hear him, and so were being given 
in one of the great churches of West Philadelphia. 
There I listened to the entrancing story of the Baby- 
lonian excavations at Nippur, and of the great library 
he had found. 

The sequence of the fame of that time was the un- 
fortunate great controversy that raged about him 
and his Nippur library, and which involved many 
of the scholars of the day. My friends were on both 
sides of that controversy, so that I carefully kept out 
of it then, and will do so now. Only one episode, 
some time after the controversy subsided, may be re- 
lated; which, indeed, reveals the principal light on the 
controversy which has since appeared. After the de- 
parture of Professor Hilprecht from the University 
of-Pennsylvania, Professor Latigdon of Oxford was at 
work in the Museum of the University examining the 
tablets of the Nippur library. I sought, and was 
cordially granted, an interview for The Sunday School 
Times. e were each anxious to leave the contro- 
versy untouched. But I said, “Professor, there is 
one question I would like to ask: Do you find literary 
documents in the Nippur library or not?” For an- 
swer he swept his hand around the shelves on three 
sides of the room and said, “Do you see these shelves ? 
They are all full of tablets of ritual and philosophy.” 
The work of Professor Poebel also brought out im- 
portant historical and mythological material from the 
same Nippur library. 

In 1910, I went to Constantinople to examine the 
Palestinian antiquities in the Imperial Otteman Museum 
in that city. Professor Hilprecht was at that time a 
curator in that Museum. I sought, and was most cor- 
dially allowed by him, a letter of introduction to the 
Museum authorities in Constantinople. On my return 
across Europe, I went to Frankfort and out to the lit- 
tle suburban place, Hailer bet Meerholz, where he 
lived in a quaint little ancient German castle. I -will 
never forget the cordiality and ‘hospitality which Dr: 
and Mrs. Hilprecht showed me on that occasion. With 
almost boyish pride and glee, he showed me around his 
beautiful grounds and told me the medieval legends 
of his castle. Nor have I ever forgotten the simplicity 
of his religious life in the reverent blessing he in- 
voked at his own table, nor the excusable pride he 
showed in the great memorial volume brought out by 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


his German friends. A copy of this he presented 
me on that occasion, one of the treasures of my li- 
brary. 

Dr. Hilprecht was a great scholar, a genial, hos- 
pitable man, and a kind friend. His work was pro- 
digious. The mere mention of his publications, which 
are abundantly quoted, would make a long memorial 
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note of his life. His contributions to archeological 
and philological science were real and lasting. Long 
after the echoes of the controversy shall have been 
forgotten, the results of his labors will be useful. It 
is a pleasure to lay these fragrant flowers of memory 
to the work and the name of Herman V. Hilprecht. 

St. Louts, 








Notable addresses and significant resolutions 
mark the Seventh Annual Convention 








The Fundamentals Convention at Memphis 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 














the United States, about ten thousand sci- 
entists and school men are seeking to say 
what shall be taught in our public schools. While 
the Bible is excluded generally from being read, 
teachers are perfectly free to teach an evolution that 
claims we are descendants of brutes. It is the wotst 
oligarchy in the history of time. It shall not be. 
The hand of the taxpayer that writes the pay checks 
shall determine who shall control in our schools.” 
This was a statement made by the Hon. William 
Jennings Bryan before an audience of nearly seven 
thousand persons on the closing day of the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association’s seventh annual 
convention in Memphis, Tenn., held May 3 to 10. 
“The World’s Christian Fundamentals Association, 
composed of men and women who believe in the au- 
thority of an infallible Bible, hereby declare a truce- 
less war on the worst and most destructive form of 
infidelity that time has ever witnessed since Satan 
questioned the divine Word in the Garden of 
en, 


“Oj: of one hundred and ten million people in’ 


This is a paragraph of a resolution unanimously 
adopted by the Convention against the prevalent Mod- 
ernism which denies the fundamental truths of the 
historic Christian faith. 

The South is one of the last strongholds of ortho- 
doxy. Vast masses of the people there “believe the 
Bible from lid to lid,” as they express it. But Satanic 
strategy in the South, as pointed out by Dr. Albert 
Sidney Johnson, of Charlotte, N. C., who spoke on 
“The Educational Crisis,” is to drive an entering wedge 
by the teaching of evolution in the state schools from 
the universities down to the grade schools; and, for 
that matter, in not a few of the church schools also. 

There was an _evident providence in the selection 
of Memphis, a Southern city of two hundred thou- 
sand people built on high bluffs overlooking the great 
Father of Waters, for the holding of the convention 
of the Fundamentals Association. This was empha- 
sized in two ways. It was a forerunner gathering for 
the annual Southern Baptist Convention which was to 
follow for a week. This great southern denomination 
is having the Modernist problem in its own ranks, and 
it was the prayer of the Fundamentalists that the in- 
fluence of their convention might prove a benediction 
to the Baptists. The second providence was in the 
fact that the Fundamentalist Convention afforded un- 
expected championship of the Legislature and Gover- 
nor of Tennessee, which had recently passed an anti- 
evolution law forbidding the teaching of Darwinism 
in the public schools. The convention, by formal reso- 
lution, and Mr. Bryan in his closing address com- 
mended the Legislature and Governor Peay in the 
highest terms. 

It developed that a certain professor, James T. 
Scopes, in Rhea County, Tenn., had defied this new 
law, and that a test case was to be tried in the State 
Supreme Court as to the constitutionality of the law. 
Before the convention was over, it had persuaded Mr. 
Bryan, provided the Tennessee authorities approved, 
to represent the Fundamentals Association in the prose- 
cution of Professor Scopes, and it was later an- 
nounced in the papers that H. G. Wells, the noted 
Modernist of Great Britain, Clarence Darrow, de- 
fender of Leopold and Loeb, and Dudley T. Malone, 
the New York lawyer, had been asked to defend Pro- 
fessor Scopes, so that the matter promises to be- 
come of national and international int. rest. 

Aroused by_an announcement of Dr-+ Riley’s ad- 
dress on the opening Sunday, “Is the Theory of 
Evolution Unscriptural, Unscientific, Anti-Christian, 
and Atheistic?” Dean Israel H. Noe, of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Cathedral in Memphis, preached a sermon 
the same Sunday morning in his own church taking 
the opposite view. Dr. Riley announced that he would 
teply to Dean Noe during the sessions of the conven- 
tion. He also challenged the Dean to a debate on 
Monday night, the day after the convention, in the 
Auditorium. The whole of Memphis was stirred by 
the correspondence that followed. Dean Noe asked 
for three judges, one each to be appointed by himself 
and Dr. Riley, and they two to choose a third. Dr. 
Riley thought that Dean Noe ought to trust his own 
fellow-citizens in’ Memphis, inasmuch as Dr. Rile 
himself was a stranger there. Dr. Riley then of- 
fered to debate without any judges at all. A tre- 
mendous audience heard Dr. Riley, on the Wednesday 
night of the convention, answer Dean Noe’s argu- 
ments in a masterly address. The Dean finally of- 
ferea to appear on Tuesday evening following the 


convention before an invisible radio audience, with the 
three judges, however, to be appointed as the Dean 
asked, ahd Dr. Riley consented to do that, provided 
the Dean would meet him on the previous Monday 
evening before a public Memphis audience. Dr. Riley 
finally did address that audience, but the Dean did not 
appear. 

During the opening session, Dr. J. Frank Norris 
told the story of his remarkable fight against world- 
liness in his own church, the First Baptist Church 
of Fort Worth, Tex., and against gambling and liquor 
selling in the city at large, and, among other things, 
told of the marvelous conversions of some of the worst 
and most brutal of his enemies who came to hear 
him preach, He said that in telling this story at a 
great meeting in Chicago on one occasion, he turned 
to three Modernistic university professors before him, 
and declared that if they could point out a single in- 
stance of such transformation of life, as a result of 
their teachings, he would resign from his church and 
go out to preach modernism. His challenge was not 
accepted, Throughout the convention, not only the 
inability of modernism to result in the salvation of 
souls was pointed out but its responsibility for crime 
waves and Bolshevism were emphasized. 

A brilliant array of true men of God contended for 
the faith. These included Gordon Watt, of the Es- 
tablished Church of Scotland, whose message centers 
in the Cross; H. A. Ironside, the well-known Bible 
teacher, who came fresh from the Evangelical The- 
ological College at Dallas, Tex., that remarkable 
interdenominational seminary, raised up of God be- 
cause of Modernism’s capture of so many of the old 
theological seminaries, and now in its first year; L. W. 
Munhall, the Grand Old Man of Northern Method- 
ism, who is striving to hold his church to the teach- 
ings of the Wesleys; Albert Sidney Johnson, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, N. C.; 
Watkin R. Roberts, one of the founders of the Bible 
League of India, and of the Northeast India General 
Mission; T. T. Shields, of Toronto, President of the 
Baptist Bible Union of America; Leander S. Keyser, 
chief exponent of Lutheran orthodoxy in America, of 
Hamma Divinity School, in Ohio; Stewart F. Mac- 
Lennan, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Hollywood, Cal., brilliant younger brother of Gordon 
A. MacLennan, of Bethany Church, Philadelphia, both 
leading the hosts of the Northern Presbyterian Church 
in fighting Fosdickism; P. W. Philpott, pastor of the 
famous Moody Church in Chicago; Charles A. Blan- 
chard, President of Wheaton College,-which is packed 
to the doors and crying for more dormitories — with 
students whose parents seek to avoid the peril of faith- 
wrecking colleges and universities the land over; and 
William L. Pettingill, peer of Bible teachers and Dean 
of the Philadelphia School of the Bible. 

The meetings were held in the First Methodist 
Church of Memphis, except in the opening and clos- 
ing ‘Sundays, when vast crowds assembled in the 
city’s huge auditorium. Homer Hammontree, noted 
song leader, and Robert Harkness, phenomenal ac- 
companist, were in charge of the music. 

The next annual convention will be held in Toronto. 

Before concluding, a special sub-committee of the 
Whole Bible Course Lesson Committee, consisting of 
Drs. Norris, Shields, and Pettingill, was appointed to 
prepare immediately a new lesson course beginning 
with January, 1926, and the committee was instructed 
to get this ready for use at the earliest possible time. 

The Resolution quoted at the beginning of this re- 
port concluded with these paragraphs: 

“The time has come when Fundamentalists and 
Modernists should no longer remain in the same fold, 
for how can two walk together except they be agreed? 
Therefore we call upon all Fundamentalists of all de- 
nominations to possess their souls with holy boldness, 
and shallenge every false leader whether he be pro- 
fessor in a denominational school or a_ state school; 
whether he be editor of a religious publication or the 
secretary of a denominational board; and whether he 

a pastor in a pulpit in the homeland or a missionary 
on the foreign field.” 

And this on “The Coming’ Revival’: 

“All the signs of this present hour point tc one of 
two things: either an increasing apostasy and falling 
away to the utter breaking up of civilization, or a 
great spiritual awakening. Let us pray, hope, believe, 
expect and look for a great revival. We believe it 1s 
possible for the world to witness again mighty spiri- 
tual awakenings as in the days of our fathers.” 

NARBERTH, Pa. 
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The question of the historic reality of Belshaz- 

zar the King (Dan. 5:1), has been much dis- 
cussed by critics, but can now be fairly considered 
as settled, thanks to a tablet found at Babylon and 
recently published in Mr. Sidney Smith’s “Babylonian 
Historical Texts” (Methuen and Co., 1924). : 

In 1854, Sir Henry Rawlinson proved from a cylin- 
der found at Ur that the eldest son of Nabonidus, 
King of Babylon, was named Belshazzar. f 

This, however, showed him to be crown prince 
merely, not king. But, in 1880, Dr. Pinches published 
a translation of the Annalistic Tablet which gives an 
account of the reign of Nabonidus down to the capture 
of Babylon by Cyrus. This tablet mentions Belshaz- 
zar as commander-in-chief of the army, and hence 
in a position of high, if not highest, eminence. 

In 1915, Dr. Pinches further noted that, on a busi- 
ness tablet from Erech, was to be found an oath reg- 
istered as sworn in the names of Nabonidus, the king, 
and of Belshazzar, the king’s son. This associated 
the son with the father in the sovéreignty of Babylon. 

Now comes the crowning proof in Mr, Sidney 
Smith’s tablet. It definitely states that Nabonidus 
raised his son to sovereign power on the eve of his 
own departure on a military expedition to Tema (the 
north-Arabian oasis of Teyma mentioned in Job 6: 
19; Isa. 21:14; Jer. 25:23). It reads: 


A camp he [Nabonidus] entrusted to his eldest-born 

An army he caused to go forth with himself 

He loosed. his (Belshazzar’s] hands; he entrusted to him 
the sovereignty 

While he himself set out on a distant expedition. 

The forces of Akkad [Babylonia] advanced with him: 

Toward the town of Tema in Amurru he set his face 

He - rg on a distant march, a road not within reach 
of o ; 


The Purpose of the Book of Ruth.—One of the 
theories current in college text-books for Biblical 
study is that the book of Ruth was written as a pro- 
test against the exclusive marriage legislation of Ezra 
and Nehemiah. In order to justify inter-marriage, 
Ruth, a Moabitess, was described in this “novelette” 
as marrying a Jew who was also the ancestor of the 
Jewish royal house. Professor Joiion of the Institut 
Biblique Pontifical, in an exhaustive philological study 
of Ruth controverts this idea, which he tells us was 
first propounded a century ago, and insists that if the 
book had any purpose of this sort it would never have 
been admitted into the canon. He thinks its chief aim 
is to contribute to the history and genealogy of the 
Davidic line, 

In a discerning article on the book of Ruth in the 
current Bibliotheca Sacra, Dr. E. Smith shows 
how the Mosaic laws of inheritance and land tenure 
foreshadowed the divine plan of. redemption. The 
poor family losing its estate did not lose therewith all 
title to it. Its property could be redeemed if it could 
but find one with wealth (who was also a kinsman) 
to redeem it. If the debtor were a widow the law 
called upon the redeemer-kinsman to marry her. 

. This was the justification of the appeal of Ruth to 
az, 

The human race is in hopeless debt. Its estate is 
lost to it. But in the Lord Jesus Christ is one who 
possesses the three indispensable qualifications for re- 
deeming this estate of former innocence and glory. 
He is rich enough in his divine nature to pay all the 
debts of mankind; he has become our kinsman by his 
incarnation being found in fashion as a man; he en- 
ters into the most intimate relation with his redeemed 
Church as husband and head. 


The Great Chalice of Antioch Again.—Professor 
Maynard of Bryn Mawr publishes, in the Living 
Church, the results of his personal study of the Anti- 
och Chalice, this most remarkable of Christian antiq- 
uities. He thinks it comes from the middle of the 
first century since its form is not found in Greco- 
Roman art after that time. Indeed, this type belongs 
to the Augustan age. The style of chiseling also is 
characteristic of this period. There is no nimbus about 
the head of Christ or of the apostles, which argues 
an early date. 

About the upper edge of the ornamentation is a ring 
of fifty-seven rosettes which he suggests may repre- 
sent the number of years between the birth of Christ 
and the date of the council of Antioch. The church 
of Antioch at this time was administered by five men, 
— Barvrabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen, and Saul (Acts 
13:1); that at Jerusalem by Peter, John, James, 
Judas, and Silas. Representations of the first five of 
these men surround the figure of the boy Christ; the 
second five that of the man Christ. Dr. Maynard be- 
heves that the cup commemorates the first council of 
the church, and that it thus serves as a memorial of 
the hving and loving unity of the Jerusalem and Anti- 


AA Sti avesion Again Confirms § Scripture.— 


ee, churches, of Jew and Gentile in the kingdom of 
od, 

The fact that in one of the baskets represented on 
the chalice are to be seen seven loaves and two fishes, 
and in the other five loaves is contemporary evidence 


_of the fact of the two feedings of the multitudes. 


Inscriptions from Tell-el-Yehudieh.—Paul’s char- 
acterization of our Lord as having brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel finds illus- 
tration in the inscriptions discovered at Tell-el- 
Yehudieh, the old Jewish temple of Onias, northeast 
of Cairo, and published in the Zeitschrift f. N. T. 
Wissenschaft. Expressions of grief, in the face of 
death, occur repeatedly, especially at the death of 
young persons. One Jesus (the name seems singu- 
larly strange in this connection) invites his friend 
Dositeus “to weep at his tomb as he dies without off- 
spring and urges all to mourn his unexpected death 
and his passage to darkness and the eternal abyss.” 
How different the words of another Jesus at the house 
of Jairus, “Be not afraid, only believe.” 


In Calvin’s Geneva.—Dr. Saillens records in Grace 
et Vérité the death of M. Ernest Favre, member of 
a distinguished Genevese famiiy, himself a geologist 
of eminence. His radical convézsion made of him not 
only a Christian, but an humble and powerful evan- 
gelist. He contributed largely by his personal efforts 
and his personal means to the development of evan- 
gelistic work in Geneva. He was author of numer- 
ous tracts, evangelical and meaty, which were for long 
much used in France. 

A hundred and fifty years ago, the pastors of 
Geneva were looked on by the Enclycopedists, the 
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The Opium Persecutions 


General Wong, governor of the province 
of Fukien, has been forcing his people to 
plant opium on which he levies a tax of $14 
a mow (one sixth of an acre), In the large 
agricultural districts of Hingwa and Sienyu, 
fourteen hundred Christian farmers rose up 
in protest and declared that they would 
rather die than yield. The soldiers were sent 
to cow them. Many were beaten to death, 
others shot, some speared. In all, over two 
hundred Chinese Christians have already per- 
ished in this way. 














free-thinkers of France, as their collaborators in 
overthrowing the Gospel. These successors of Calvin, 
as the successors of the Calvinist giants of Andover 
and Union, were gone clean over to apostasy. The 
Venerable Compagnie, of which the ministers and the- 
ological professors of Geneva formed the membership, 
actually insisted that candidates for the ministry should 
obligate themselves not to preach on the two natures 
of Christ, original sin, and other doctrines of the 
creed. Huguenot endowments were used to spread 
unbelief, The theological academy of Geneva was a 
nursery of free-thought. MM. Bost wrote in 1825: 
“For more than thirty years, the ministers who have 
gone out of our schools of theology to serve the 
churches of Switzerland or of France have not re- 
ceived one single lecture on the truths of revelation 
such as the redemption of mankind by the death of 
Christ, the justification of the sinner by faith, the cor- 
ruption of our nature, the divinity of the Saviour. 
In theology, we were taught nothing but the dogmas 
of natural religion. The extent to which this prac- 
tical incredulity has carried is clear from the fact, 
elsewhere unheard of in the annals of the Protestant 
churches, that excepting for a lecture in the Hebrew 
language, when the Bible was used simply as a He- 
brew book and not for anything it contained, the Word 
of God was never used throughout our course;. in 
particular, the New Testament never appeared either 
as a language book or for any other purpose. There 
was no need whatever of the Néw Testament in or- 
der to complete our four years’ course in theology.” 
Then God spoke to a devout and wealthy Scot, Rob- 
ert Haldane, who sold his estates and went to preach 
in Geneva. ~ Through his ministry Merle d’Aubigné, 
Caesar Malan, and Adolphe Monod were inspired with 
the evangelical spirit. A new school was established 
in Geneva, in which the premillenarian Gaussen taught. 
De Gasparin, Auguste Bost; Alexandre Vinet, Naville 
restored the Christian life of Switzerland. The new 


church reacted on the old ehurch, largely renewing 
its theology. _Never has Swiss Christianity sunk again 
to the level of the earlier day. 


When Sin Is Rebuked.—Mr. Probst, a German 
evangelist, has been holding meetings in Frankfort 
on the Main with full houses. At the same time, in 
the great hall of the Zoological Garden, an artists’ 
benefit féte was going on, also with large attendance 
in spite of the high prices for admission and for 
champagne. Of the type of diversion, the less said 
the better. The announcements described the func- 
tion as a gay time in Timbuktu and the dress (and 
lack of dress) was patterned after that of the “dark 
continent.” In a pause after a dance, a figure in white 
tropical outfit and pith helmet appeared on the plat- 
form and motioned silence. It was Mr. Probst. 

“Africans,” he cried out; “wherever Africans in large 
numbers foregather nowadays the missionary usually 
appears. You are the heathen, I am the missionary. 
And where heathen festivals with heathen noise and 
heathen morals are going on the message of truth 
must resound. Therefore have I come to you and 
have watched you for two hours. I have noticed 
your conduct and find it repulsive. Africans, your 
carnival is built on adultery. Many of you men I 
know and I know your wives, and they are not here. 
Your purpose is to help poor artists in need. You 
would help out need with sin. But out of sin comes 
sin, and sin is the destruction of men, not their res- 
cue. Let me speak a word from the kingdom of truth. 
You would aid the poor with gluttony. You put out 
as much as eighty-seven marks a bottle for champagne. 
The wage of a worker for a hard week’s work is 
hardly more than twenty marks.” : 

There were cries of “throw him out,” but the 
prophet-voice continued, “ ‘God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.’ 
From this féte you will harvest only corruption, you 
will sooner or later, whether to-morrow or at the 
hour of death, pass before the judgment seat of God 
and settle for this sinful evening. 


“If you wish to help the poor; do it from the motive 


of love and not with sensual sin.’ 

All Frankfort was stirred by this “unpassende Rede,” 
inappropriate deliverance. One can believe it. 
prophetic rebuke of sin in the face of sinners is not 
the least of novelties. 


The Return of the Jesuits.—The militant order is 
back in Germany, and, for the first time since the 
Kulturkampf, a Jesuit has been made bishop. This is 
Dr. Ehrenfried, formerly of the Collegium German- 
ichm in Rome, and now Bishop of Wirtzburg. The 
Bayrischer Volkszeitung quotes from the oath of of- 
fice: “Teachers of heresy, those who have separated 
themselves, rebels against our Lord and his successor 
will I with all my powers persecute and oppose (nach 
Kraften verfolgen und bekampfen). So help me 
God.” Is it possible that Bishop Ehrenfried could 
take an eath so out of harmony with his attractive 
name (peace of honor) ? 

In Rome, too, the Jesuits have been reinstated in 
the Casa Generalizia della Compagnia, the old head- 
quarters close by the Church of the Gesu. Lavoro, a 
Roman wage-workers’ journal, pictures the scene, — 


‘an urbane Jesuit father with two government repre- 


sentatives passing into the old and well-remembered 
building. When the officials speak of it as a gift 
of the government, the Jesuit gently corrects him, “Not 
a gift, a restoration.” They come to the cell of Ig- 
natius Loyola and the priest kneels in prayer, the of- 
ficials waiting with uncovered heads. “The latter are 
not quite able to analyze their feelings. They do not 
understand the embarrassment which possesses them. 
They feel themselves provincials, these representatives 
of the Kingdom of Italy, in the presence of this in- 
definable reverend father who comes from great dis- 
tances, perhaps from the monastery of Maria Laach 
or from the antichamber of some South American le- 
gation, certainly from the unbounded kingdom of the 
Societas Jesu. P 

“On the threshold the reverend father bids them fare- 
well, His voice is soft. The two officials stop a 
moment to look at him. His step is firm. He passes 
up the staircase of what is again, and from now on, 
the General House of the Company of Jesus. Though 
he does not speak, his voice says, ‘Behind me is a 
large army, all the Jesuits of the world. Make way! 

“The Kingdom of Italy has made way!” 


Spiritism in Iceland.—American Unitarians are 
ushing “missions” among the Icelandic Lutherans of 
Manitcba and are also rejoicing in “converts” in Ice- 
land itself. This tendency seems to be associated to 
a certain degree with spiritism. Thus the Icelandic 
peet Matthias Jochumsson, who was a pastor in the 
state church and member of the Icelandic hymn-book 
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Lesson for June 21 
Acts 1a : 1-24 


commission, was at the same time Unitarian and Spiri- 
tist. In general there is a theological parallel between 
the two heresies. Spiritists are ordinarily anti-trini- 
tarians. They call Christ the great Teacher. The 
atonement they reject with especial resentment; self- 
redemption and salvation by personal improvement are 
Spiritist and Unitarian catchwords. President Eliot 
has even spoken of Spiritists as allies of Unitarians in 
breaking down the hated evangelical Christianity. 
(“The Spiritualists, Christian Scientists, and mental 
healers of all sorts manifest a good deal of ability 
to draw people away from the traditional churches and 
to discredit traditional dogma and formal creeds.” The 
Religion of the Future, p. 23). 

The leader of the spiritist movement in Iceland is 
a professor of theology, Dr. Haraldur Nielsson, who 
actually uses the churches of the island for spiritist 
propaganda. Bishop Sveinsson, who died in 1909, was 
an ally, but the present Bishop, Dr. Helgason, is a 
decided opponent of it. Nielssen writes, “We begin 
all our séances with prayer and song. We do this at 
the command of the chief control spirit. He declares 
that if we do not come to the séances with as much 
reverence as to a church service, he would not control 
the experiments from the other side.” But, prayer 
or no prayer, the things reported belong to the king- 
dom of: darkness rather than to the light. One reads 
of living persons passing through, partitions, of levi- 
tations, not merely of materializations, but of demate- 
rializations when an arm vanished completely, “al- 
though we turned the light and sought for it with 
utmost care.” One asks again why, in the uncanny 


- light of these super-phenomena, there should be any 


difficulty in believing Biblical miracles. The kingdom 
of God is certainly mightier than that of Satan. 


The Kabyles in Paris.—They have swarmed over 
from the mountains of North Africa, these “Barbar- 
esques,” sons of the Barbary Coast, whose corsair fore- 
fathers were the terror of the Mediterranean. Now they 
work inthe foundries and sugar refineries of the 
Parisian industrial quarters. They come in ever-in- 
creasing numbers. The French workmen are -not 
friendly to them and to their competition, and too 
often alcohol is responsible for bloody quarrels. As 
they have a repugnance against their wives’ traveling, 
their own lot is to live crowded in lodging-houses 
without family life, where they are subjected to pain- 
ful moral. temptations. 

Yet they are of the great stock of Southern France, 
the anthropologists tell us, of the same breed as the 
Huguenots of the Cevennes, and, in fact, their Mo- 
hammedan forefathers often rowed with the Hugue- 
nots in the galleys of Louis XIV. 

The French government, so M. d’Aubigné informs 
us in Le Christianisme, which has disestablished the 
churches of France is building on the Rue Geoffroy- 
Saint-Hillaire a superb mosque. It is close to the 
Jardin des Plantes and presently the muezzin will call 
the faithful to prayer from its minaret. 

Will they go? Not these bronzed Kabyles. “I am 
a Mohammedan,” said one of them whose children 
went to a vacation Bible school, “but I do not practise 
my religion.” “They imagine themselves to be Mussel- 
men,” said a Christian Kabyle to M. d’Aubigné. 
“Really they are pagan and indifferent to all religion.” 

This Christian, whose name is Mohammed B, is a 
man of thirty, with the appearance of a Spaniard. He 
was converted in meetings of Dr. Saillens in Paris, 
and when he returned to Algeria was much persecuted. 
But in Paris these Moslem antagonisms have largely 
melted, and he looks forward to preaching to his im- 
migrant fellow-countrymen. Various little meetings 
have already been held and appeals are made to French 
Protestantism for a systematic evangelization. 


A New Religious Painter.—Rudolf Schaefer is son 
of the Lutheran manse, His head is described as a 
typical Lutheran theologen-kopf (theologian head), 
and his whole interest is Christ and the kingdom of 


God. His first drawings were illustrations to Thiele’s ~ 


“Life of our Saviour.” Then came the drawings to 
Gerhardt’s Hymns, to the Saxon Hymnbook, and to 
the New Testament,—all true masterpieces of Ger- 
man illustration. An illustrated Bible is now in prep- 
aration, according to notices in the Allegemeine Evan- 
gelische Lutheranische Kirchenzeitung. During the 
War this man of genius fought on both fronts, and 
in thanksgiving for the preservation of his life has 
painted a powerful picture which he calls Passah, — 
the Passover. (Jevohah will pass over and will not 
suffer the destroyer to smite you.—Exod, 12: 23.) 
Schaefer’s altar pictures and other church paintings 
are of notable power and depth. Especially thrilling 
is “The Place Where God’s Glory Dwelleth.” This 
master is described as one able to bring the soul 
through stillness to God as hardly another. “He is 
familiar with Heaven, or he could never paint Heaven 
as he does.” One sees in this great picture, the “fool- 
ish virgins” in the half-darkness, the “wise” with their 
lights ascending the upward steps, and above, angel 
beings kneeling in adoration. Then far, far above, is 
Heaven opened, the Lamb in the midst of the throne 
surrounded by the four angelic creatures. The four 
and twenty elders kneel about and overhead is the 
shimmer of the emerald rainbow. Angel forms are 
passing earthward bearing heavenly gifts, the cup of 
precious blood, the words of the new and old cove- 
nants. “If ever there was inspiration the spiendor of 
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these colors displays it,” is the comment of one critic. 
Eugéne Burnand, the greatest of recent religious art- 
ists of French provenance,.was Protestant and Calvin- 
ist, with all that that implies of precision and sincerity 
and penetration and intelligence. Schaefer is German 
and Lutheran, with the mystical depths of his race and 
church, 


The Home Going of a Missionary to the Eskimos. 
—After forty years of strenuous mission work among 
the Eskimos, the Rev. Edmund Peck of the Church 
Missionary Society has passed to his reward. His 
was a life of singular devotion spent in the isolation 
and darkness of Arctic winters, serving a backward 
and unattractive people, whom, however, he loved pas- 
sionately. The London Guardian describes him preach- 
ing in snow churches, kneeling in ministries of heal- 
ing in ill-smelling tupiks or igloos over those who were 
smitten with loathsome diseases, crawling through 
long snow tunnels, where snarling dogs threatened 
him, to the people inside, traveling the deep drifts of 
snow in winter and through the cold slush of sum- 
mer. Many a man and woman has found Christ and 
entered into a fuller and better life because of this 
> gente career in the great wilderness of the 

orth, 


Thang Kan Was a Garo of Assam, who for nearly 
forty years preached the Gospel among his tribesmen 
— people whom the British governor of Bengal de- 
scribed as “a most incorrigible, bloodthirsty set of 
Savages deserving extermination.” The country, as 
savage as the people, is covered with dense jungle 





Evangelizing Chilean 





‘Troops 


Mr. W. M. Strong was a business man in 
New York, in middle life, to whom the call 
to evangelize in South America came. He 
connected himself with the Bolivian Indian 
Mission, but last year went to Tacna in Chile 
to establish a rest home on the coast for mis- 
sionaries worn by the strain of the high alti- 
tudes of Bolivia (12,000 ft). Here he has 
been led into a work of evangelism among 
the Chilean regiments. He writes: 


“T am up to my neck at present. We 
have opened the big hall at Jast and the sol- 
diers have begun to pour in. We were look- 
ing for quite a number but we were not ex- 
pecting a flood, And that is what it has been. 
About 700 applications for membership in 
five nights. 


“Our Gospel meetings have been crowded 
with men. The lads are away from the par- 
ental eye and therefore we get more of them 
to come than if they were in their home 
towns. Pray with us that the Gospel will 
reach their hearts as well as their ears and 
that we may see a real work of grace here 
soon, Our tracts are swept up in no time. 


““Remember we get a new crowd every 
year but it must also be remembered that we 
have only a year in which to do our work so 
that we must be up and. doing (also down 
and praying ) if we are to win the battle for 
these dear lads in that short time. 


“*T have just received word from a brother 
in the south of Chile that the officials in some 
of the regiments in the south would welcome 

- a work like this in their towns and would do 
what they could to help. Who knows but 
that the Lord wants us to extend this work 
southward if he sends us sufficient help?” 











and filled with tigers, leopards, bears, pythons, venom- 
ous snakes, and wild elephants. This humble and 
earnest Christian was, according to Dr. Mason, the 
veteran missionary in Assam, “a chief agent in gather- 
ing about fifteen thousand souls to Christ and in 
strengthening working churches for the advancement 
of our Lord’s kingdom.” 

Thang Kan was educated at Serampore in India, and 
in the United States. He mastered Greek largely by 
himself, He was appointed to be head teacher of the 
mission school at Tura because of his excellent train- 
ing. But he could not content himself to be a school- 
teacher while his people were unevangelized, so he 
started into the wilderness. Later when the British 
official in charge of the district, recognizing his abil- 
ities and the influence which he was exerting on the 
people, offered him the position of inspector of schools 
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with a salary five times what he was getting, he con- 
sidered the matter carefully and finally came to this 
conclusion: 

“If I am under government employ I must look to 
the government largely for directions. They might 
send me to inspect work in some special part of the 
district while the Holy Spirit was calling to some 
other place.” So he returned to the jungle and his 
four dollars a month, Thang Kan was son of a leper 
and came out of jungle savagery. Could there be more 
unpromising origin! But he became the apostle to the 
Garos. He died in February, 1924. 


In Caesar’s Household.—Dr. Chiminelli, Italian 
Baptist pastor and historian, tells us that it was the 
daughter of an Italian Baptist minister, Miss Naomi 
Malan, who, after careful examination, was chosen 
to be the teacher-governess of the two sons of Prince 
Mirko of Montenegro, brother of the Italian queen. 
Her special task was the care of their moral training. 
He truly says that it would be difficult for the royal 
family to pay a higher tribute to Baptist work and 
character. During the war, Miss Malan and these 
princes lived in the royal palace in Naples, and for 
two years Mr. Chiminelli was asked to preach each 
week to the assembled teachers and governesses. This 
palace was in turn the residence of seven dynasties, 
Norman, Spanish, Bourbon, Italian, and so on. 

“One day,” Dr. Chiminelli relates, “Miss Malan in- 
troduced me, as her pastor, to young Prince Michael. 
The prince shook my hand and, gazing at me with his 
deep black eyes, said, ‘I pray every evening for you.’ 
Later I asked Miss Malan privately why the prince 
said this, and she answered that it was the truth. 
Every day, after reading the Gospels and Psalms with 
her royal pupils, she prayed for many people, — for 
the Italian dynasty, for Montenegro, and for her own 
pastor.” 

Mission Incidents.—Mrs, Deming, engaged in evan- 
gelizing the Chinese immigrants into Korea, tells of 
a pastor’s son, a boy of nine, who gave clear testimony 
when examined for church membership. Later he 
was taken sick, and his sight failed him completely. 
His father, standing beside his deathbed asked, “Is 
Jesus with you?” 

“Yes,” replied the boy, “he has come for me, and 
is standing beside me.” 

“What does he look like?” 

“He is dressed in shining white with something 
white about his head.” 

Then in a few moments he remarked, “I am go- 
ing now. Good-bye,” and quietly ceased to breathe. 

Miss Clarke of Kweichow, Széchwan, tells of a lit- 
tle girl, also child-of a native pastor, who suffered 
greatly from hip disease. “Mother,” she said one day, 
“IT do not love this earth. It is a bitter and suffering 
world. I want to leave it and be with Christ.” She 
was buried in a little coffin which her father had pre- 
pared for her. It was lined within with white calico 
and a text was written around the sides, in gold let- 
ters, “Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

Miss Holstead of the Alliance Mission in Kwai 
Ping, China, writes that one of the outstation pastors 
is especially used of Christ in healing the sick. “He 
and some of the brethren were interested in an insane 
man who had formerly been an inquirer. One day 
they found him on the street raving mad. They chained 
him, led him to the chapel and prayed for his de- 
liverance. He was instantly healed and has been per- 
fectly sane, clothed in his right mind ever since.” 


Brief Notes.—Messrs. George N. and Samuel W. 
Wilcox of Hawaii have established old age and dis- 
ability funds for the benefit of all missionaries of the 
American Board, both ordained and unordained. This 
constitutes a memorial to their father and mother, 
Abner and Lucy Hart Wilcox, who were sent out by 
the American Board as teachers to the Sandwich Isl- 
ands, in 1837, where they labored until 1869. One hun- 
dred and twenty-seven ordained missionaries and as 
many more laymen and women will in this way be 
relieved of pecuniary anxieties arising from sickness 
and old age. It will also relieve the Board of re- 
sponsibilities which it has hitherto borne in behalf of 
its veterans. ... Nearly Twenty-five Hundred Mex- 
icans are now in Baptist churches in the Southwest, 
where six years ago the number was barely two hun- 
dred and fifty. Each year the number of conversions 
is greater than the preceding, thet for last year having 
been over four hundred. Mexicans are more ready to 
receive the Gospel than ever before... . It is Good to 
Learn that the Mortgage on Pastor Fliedner’s School 
in»Madrid Has Been Paid. Germany, Sweden, Swit- 
zerland, Holland, America all contributed. The Span- 
ish church in New York was on its knees daily, week 
after week, for the needy brethren in the homeland. 
Their prayers were fully answered and the work now 
goes forward. .. . The Tokyo Baptist Tabernacle in Ad- 
dition to its Other Relief Work has of late furnished 
shelter to a party of thirty or more Russian Baptists 
who have fled from Bolshevist persecution and are 
en route to Mexico. There they will join other Russian 
Baptists who are founding a Christian Colony. 
There are fifteen hundred Russian Baptists stranded 
in Harbin, who are also seeking to escape the 
Red Utopia, and it is apparent that the Bap- 
tists of the Japanese capital will be called on for fur- 
ther assistance to their afflicted brethren. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 21. 


PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 12: 1-24 


Golden Text.—The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, And delivereth them.—Psa. 34:7 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


EROD and the Jewish state could no more frus- 
H trate God’s purpose to plant his Church in_the 
world than could Caiaphas and the Jewish San- 
hedrin. 
The Historical Setting 


Herodias, the half-sister of Herod Agrippa I, had 
John the Baptist beheaded. The Herod of this ies- 
son matched her blood-thirstiness by killing James, 
the brother of John. Herod was the son of Aristo- 
bulus and Berenice, and grandson of Herod the Great. 
He was a favorite of the Roman prince, Caligula. For 
this he was imprisoned by Tiberius, but when the lat- 
ter died and Caligula came to the throne, he made 
Herod king, and gave him the tetrarchies of Philip 
and of Lysanias (Luke 3:1), and, after the banish- 
ment of Herod Antipas, also the tetrarchy of that 
ruler, He always sought to curry favor with the 
Jews, and used his influence to keep Caligula from 
carrying out his intention to put his statue in the 
Temple. Finding a new hostility against the disciples 
of Christ on the part of the High Priest and his party, 
he joined forces with them to exterminate Christianity. 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 1.—Herod the king put forth his hands to = 
flict certain of the church. The afflicter is seen to 
afflicted in the climax of the story! 

Verse 2.—He killed James the brother of John with 
the sword, James was the first of the apostolic mar- 
tyrs (Matt. 20: 23). Let the class recall what the Gos- 
pel records say about James. 


Verse 3.—He proceeded to seize Peter also. Herod 
was a thorough politician, and left no stone unturned 
to please the Jews. One commentator has discovered 
a story of Herod’s attendance at the Feast of Taber- 
nacles. He broke out into a flood of tears when hear- 
ing read the words of Deuteronomy 17:15: “Thou 
mayest not set a stranger over thee.’ The Herods 
were Idumeans, and therefore usurpers as rulers of 
Judea. When the people saw him weeping, they cried 
out: “‘Trouble not thyself, Agrippa: Thou also art 
our brother,’ and the king’s heart was comforted.” 
Peter’s turn at martyrdom was to come next. Church 
and state had combined to crucify Christ, and now 
they are combining to extirpate his new Church. Prob- 
ably all the apostles and leaders were to be executed 
as fast as they could be arrested. 


Verse 4.—Delivered him to four quaternions of sol- 
diers to guard him; intending after the Passover to 
bring him forth. It would not have pleased the Jews 
for the bloody deed. to have been performed during 
the sacred feast. At any other time, Peter would have 
had short shrift, but—“standeth God within the 
shadows, keeping watch above his own.” The Church 
had time to pray. Peter had escaped once before from 
prison (Acts 5:18, 19). is can never be allowed 
to occur again. No, indeed! Four bands of soldiers, 
each consisting of four men, were to relieve each 
other in shifts in guarding this dangerous apostolic 

risoner. The Passover feast lasted a week. The King 
Teauis Version erroneously uses the word “Easter.” 

Verse 5.—Prayer was made earnestly of the church 
unto God for him, What a wonderful little par- 
enthesis in the story this is! Peter was prayed out 
of that prison. The prayer brought supernatural de- 
liverance, Schaff’s commentary notes that the word 
“earnestly” here is the same word used of our Lord’s 
prayer in Gethsemane (Luke 22: 44). 

Verse 6—The same night Peter was sleeping be- 
tween two soldiers, bound with two chains. Four 
quaternions plus two chains! But what are they to 
an angel of the Lord? It was the Roman custom to 
chain a prisoner to only one soldier. Could you have 
slept that night had you been in Peter’s place? The 
expression “the same night” indicates that Peter was 
to be executed the next day. The fourth quaternion 
was on guard, and Peter was there when they went on 
duty. He was not missed until daylight (v. 18). It 
was, then, in the fourth watch, between three and 
six o'clock, that the angel of the Lord effected that 
jail delivery. 

Verse 7—An angel of the Lord ... a light shined 
in the cell; and he smote Peter on the side, and awoke 
him. Even the Shekinah glory did not awaken the 
sleeping apostle. It is necessary for the angel to strike 
Peter to rouse him, It must have made Peter. think 
that Herod’s execution was already on. Even then 
Peter was only half awake, and seemed to think that 
he was still dreaming (v. 9). 

Verse 8—The angel said... Gird thyself, and bind 
on thy sandals... . Cast thy garment about thee, and 


Devotional Reading: Psalm or : 1-12. 
Primary Topic: Peter and the Angel, 
Lesson Material; Acts 12: 1-17. 
Memory Verse: I am with thee to deliver thee.— Jer. 1; 8. 
Junior Topic: Peter’s Deliverance from Prison. 
Lesson Material: Acts 12: 1-24. 
Memory Verse; Psalm 34: 7. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How Peter Was Brought Out of 


Topic for Young People and Adults: The Possibilities of Prayer. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 5-17 


5 Peter therefore was kept in the prison: but prayer was 
made earnestly of the church unto God for him. 6 And 
when Herod was about to bring him forth, the same night 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains: and guards before the door kept the prison. 7 
And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a 
light shined in the cell: and he smote Peter on the side, 
and awoke him, saying, Rise up quickly. And his chains 
fell off from his hands, 8 And the angel said unto him, 
Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And he did so. 
And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and 
follow me. 9 And he went out, and’ followed; and he knew 
not that it was true which was done 1 by the angel, but 


. thought he saw a vision. 10 And when they were past the 


first and the second guard, they came unto the iron gate 
that ieadeth into the city; which opened to them of its own 
accord: and they went out, and passed on through one 
street; and straightway the angel departed from him. 
11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now 
I know of a truth, that the Lord hath sent forth his 
angel and delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and 
from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. 12 
And when he had considered the thing, he came to the 
house of Mary the mother of Johm whose surname 
was Mark; where many were gathered together and 
were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door 
of the gate, a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. 
14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the 
gate for joy, but ran in, and told that Peter stood before 
the gate. 15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But 
she confidently affirmed that it was even so. And they 
said, It is his angel. 16 But Peter continued knocking: 
and when they had opened, they saw him, and were amazed. 
17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold 
their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought 
him forth out of the prison. And he said, Tell these things 
unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and 
went to another place. 


1Gr. through. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








follow me. Angels often have to be in a hurry, as, for 
instance, when they are. saving our children as they 
fall out of the orchard tree, and the like; but this 
angel was in no hurry: Notice the record of details, 
indicating the utmost deliberation when haste would 
seem to be important. 

Verse 10.—Past the first and the second guard, they 
came unto the iron gate. Peter had been kept in the 
innermost dungecn of the prison. The shining one 
from Heaven even walked a city block with the apostle. 

Verse 11.—When Peter was come to himself. As 
he stood there rubbing his eyes, he recognizes that 
Jerusalem corner. Then he doubtless thought back 
over the details of the rescue,and recognizes the super- 
naturalness of it all, and even thinks how dreadfully 
the whole of Jerusalem is going to be disappointed in 
missing a public execution. 

Verse 12—He came to the house of Mary the 
mother of John ... Mark; where many were gath- 
ered together. Peter at once goes to the home of 
the aunt of Barnabas (Col. 4:10). She had not 
sold her home place when her nezhew sold his in the 
Christian communism of the Jerusalem Church, but 
its hospitality was shared in common with all who 
would partake of it. One direction the angel did 
not give was where Peter should go. Did he anticipate 
that that all-night prayer-meeting was going on there? 
Mark was Peter’s spiritual son (1 Pet. 5:13}, and 
there are indications of Peter’s influence in Mark’s 
Gospel. 

Verse 13—A maid came te answer, named Rhoda. 
She became so excited that she forgot to unlock the 
gate, the small outer door by which one entered through 
the large gate from the street into the court where 
the house was. That company was one hundred per- 
cent in petitioning, but only one percent in expectation, 
as they simply told the maid that she was crazy, and 
that she had seen Peter’s angel (comp. Matt. 18: 10}. 

Verse 16.—But Peter continued knocking. That 
is absolutely characteristic of Peter —it was the very 
thing he. would do. 

Verse 17—He said, Tell these things unto James, 
and to the brethren. Peter realizes that there was an- 
other very anxious little band in the city of Jerusalem; 
perhaps more than one. Were James and the breth- 
ren also holding an all-night prayer-meeting? Any- 


way, news must be taken to them immediately. that 
God is mightier than Herod. 


Verse 19.—Herod . . . examined the guards, and 
commanded that they should be put to death. Poor 
guards —the court which examined them did not -be- 
lieve in the supernatural, and so they fell victims of 
the custom of the day that made a guard responsible 
with his life for’ the custody of a prisoner. 


Verses 17, 19.—And he [Peter] departed, and went 
to another place ... and Herod... went down from 
Judea to Cesarea. Peter was well hid, and Herod bit- 
terly disappointed at not being able again to please 
the Jews. Luke has finished his story about Peter, and 
he therefore hastens to finish the biography of Herod. 

Verses 20-24.—He [Herod] was highly displeased 
with them of Tyre and Sidon ... Herod arrayed 
himself in royal apparel ... and... an angel of the 
Lord smote him. °*The cause of Herod’s displeasure 
was doubtless the commercial rivalry between the har- 
bors of Tyre and Sidon and of Cesarea. This ac- 
count of the death of Herod confirms secular his- 
tory recorded by Josephus. Dr. Plumptre comments 
upon “the contrast between St. Peter’s refusal even 
of Cornelius’ attitude of homage (10: 26). and 
Agrippa’s acceptance of the profane apotheosis of 
the multitude.” 


The Homiletical Form 


1. The Jewish State Measures Arms with the Spirit- 
filled Church. 


(1) The blow aimed at the Church (v. 1). 


( (2) Begins with the first apostolic martyrdom 
v. 2). 


(3) For a political reason (v. 3). 

” A second apostle marked for slaughter (v. 

4). 
( 4! It drives the Church to all-night prayer 
N.B)i 


2a. The Praying Church Given Supernatural Victory. 
y‘ 1) God laughs at quaternions and chains (v. 


(2) One angel sufficient for the rescue (vs. 7- 
10). 
(3) Peter reports his experience to the prayer- 
meeting (vs. II-17). 
(4) The innocent guard the victim of Herod’s 
baffled rage (v. 19). 


(5) The afflicter of the Church afflicted, and 
why. (vs. 20-23). 


(6) And God’s truth goes marching on (v. 24). 
The Topical Values 


One taken and another left--Why was James killed 
and Peter rescued? Why were six or eight Africa 
Inland missionaries rescued by swimming and in boats 
in a shipwreck off the coast of South Africa, while 
as many more missionaries of other societies were all 
drowned? Why were the Gordons martyred in the 
New Hebrides, and John G, Paton, after half a hun- 
dred narrow escapes, permitted to die of old age? 
Who can question the sovereignty of God? Who can 
inquire into his inscrutable purposes ? 

Stephen and James.—“He killed James ... with the 
sword” (v. 2). The martyrdom of James is dismissed 
with a paragraph, while much space is devoted to 
that of Stephen. One reason is, perhaps, that Luke 
is not writing, as Fox did centuries later, a book of 
martyrs, but the lives of God-indwelt apostles and 
early missionaries. And then again, Stephen’s mar- 
tyrdom was the pivot of early world evangelization. 
It pushed out the missionaries from Jerusalem. It 
was not so with James. One can often read between 
the lines of inspiration, and see the Holy Spirit’s pur- 
poses. 

The Goal of Herod—“To afflict certain of the 
church” (v. 1). Herod had a death list — “certain 
of the church.” Did it include the whole apostolic 
Church? Who would have been next after Peter? 
In 1919 the Union of Russian Workers issued a mani- 
festo, declaring its members to be atheists, communists, 
and anarchists, and said: “Beyond the blood covered 
barricades, beyond all terrors of civil law, there al- 
ready shines for us the magnificent, beautiful form 
of Man without a-god, without a Master, and free of 
authority.” Russia has killed its James’, but God 
stil} has his Peters there. Against their invasion of 
Heaven by the Russian Reds, the Holy Spirit has 
fallen in revival power in that bloody land. In many 
fields, missionaries are being handicapped as never be- 
fore by the civil authorities, Look up, dear hearts! 
Have a care, governments! Nothing can withstand 
God’s purpose to establish his Church in the world. 


When Inspiration Calls Names—“A damsel... 
named Rhoda” (v. 13). Mary, the mother of Mark, 


Lesson for June 21 
Acts 1a: 1-24 


is named because she loaned her sitting-room for the 
prayer-meeting, and nobody else is mentioned except 
this lovely servant girl with the lovely name of Rose. 
No doubt there were more prominent Jerusalem Chris- 
tians there. Why was Rhoda singled out? Because 
she believed that it was really Peter at the door, in 
answer to prayer. 


The Practical Aim 


All-Night Prayer-Meetings—If you, had_ been one 
of that company at the prayer-meeting in Mary’s 
house, just what would you have said when it came 
your turn to pray? What line would you have had 
on the will of God as to the dubious deliverance of 
Peter? God had let James be killed. The Church no 
doubt recognized that Peter had made his last use of 
the keys of the kingdom. Perhaps it was their diffi- 
culty about knowing exactly what the will of God was, 
that made that company pray with an earnestness 
unprecedented. Prayer was the last resort; there was 
nothing else left to do. One commentator quotes 
Wordsworth: “Herod’s soldiers were watching under 
arms at the door of the prison; Christ's soldiers were 
watching unto prayer in the house of Mary. Christ’s 
soldiers are more powerful with their arms than 
Herod’s soldiers with theirs: they unlock the prison 
doors, and bring Peter to the house of Mary.” If it 
is to be revival instead of revolution to-day, the world 
has no greater need than for all-night prayer-meetings. 


Final Word 


| Who knows what answers to your prayers are wait- 
ing outside the gate of your faith? Will you open 
the gate and let the answer come in? God may be 
jwaiting for your prevailing, believing prayer to work 
miracles in your home, your church, your town, your 
‘country. Will you prove equal to your trust? 
NARBERTH, Pa. 
‘4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, and letting them see whether they 
can discover the answers as given in the following 
issue? 


. 


OW many “Herods” are mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, and what was their relation to one another? 
2. What did the Christian faith suffer at the hands of 
these Herods? , 
3. How many times was Peter imprisoned for his boldness 
in the service of Christ, after his resurrection? 
4. Why did Herod put Peter in prison? 
5. How many soldiers guarded him? 
6 When did God deliver him? 


7. Tell of another instance.of miraculous intervention in 
behalf of imprisoned disciples. 


8. What part did intercessory prayer have in Peter’s re- 
jease from prison? 


9. What all too common sequence of prayer showed itself 
at Mark’s house? 

1o. What is a good human proverb about. praying and 
working? 

11. How may the prayes-meeting in Mary’s house have 
been in real faith? 


12. What instances recorded in Scripture, dside from defi- 
nite promises, do you think justify the conclusion that 
God answers prayer? 


13. Quote some definite promises of the Word to show 
that God does answer prayer. 


14% Do angels still help God’s people? 


15. Which one of the Marys of the Gospels might this 
Mary the mother of Mark have been? 


16. Why did God allow James to be martyred and Peter 
to live? 


17. Why was the death of Stephen more fully described 
than, that of James? 


18 How many of Satan’s methods for extirpating the 
church can you think of? 


19. Is this the last scene in the life of Peter recorded 
in Scripture? 


20. Why did God cause the death of Herod? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Mean Busimess” in Prayer.—Prayer was made 
earnestly of the church unto God for him (v. 5). Ob- 
serve that word “earnestly.” Not unitedly, not be- 
lievingly, not perseveringly, not noisily, were the 
prayers made, but “earnestly,’ which makes all 
the difference in the world. Our shops are about a 
mile out of town, and in midsummer it is a long, hot, 
dusty walk down the shadeless creek at the bottom 
of a narrow valley. Every week Frank Wollerton, a 
boy in knickers, used to tramp down to my office and 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 5.—The Blessing of Pentecost .............. Acts 2 
2. April 12—The Cripple at the Beautiful Gate ...... Acts 3 
Or, Easter Lesson ....cccscccees $600000s be 1 Corinthians 15 
3. April 19.—Life in the Early Church ..Acts 4:1 to §: 141 
4. April 26—Stephen the First Martyr ...Acts 6:1 to 7 : 60 
5. May 3.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence, Daniel 1 : 1-20 
6. May 10.—Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 
Acts 8 : 26-30 
7. May 17.—Saul Becomes a Christian .......... Acts 9: 1-19 
8. May 24.—Saul Begins His Great Career ....Acts 9 : 20-31 
9. May 31.—Peter at Lydda and Joppa ......... Acts 9 : 32-43 


10. June 7.—Peter’s Broadening Vision, Acts 10:1 to 11:18 
11. June 14.—The Church in Antioch .......... Acts 11 : 19-30 
12. June 21.—Peter Delivered from Prison ......Acts 12 : 1-24 
13. June 28.—Review 








wistfully say, “Mr. Ridgway, can you give me a job 
to learn the trade?” “Full, Frank; sorry,” was the 
inevitable reply. But still he continued to come with 
the same old request. At last, I called the foreman in, 
“For goodness’ sake, make a place for this boy. I 
verily think he really wants to be a machinist.” He 
made one of our very best hands —one day licked the 
foreman, went West, and became a successful fore- 
man himself. Yes, the foreman deserved it. Lots 
of folks never get much from either Heaven or earth 
because they do not really want what they think they 
want. Did you ever know a fellow who really wanted 
an education who did not get it? Did you ever know 
a fellow who really wanted an autemobile who did 
not: get it? It may only be a bunch of junk, but he 
got it, didn’t he? It is a great pleasure to follow the 
way up of the achieving man. The open sesame of 
his success is the word “earnestly.” Luck rarely has 
anything to do with the case. The telephone was not 
Dr. Bell’s lucky strike. The Bell family, father and 
son, had been studying the voice for years, and work- 
ing upon machines to reproduce it. Earnestly did Dr. 
Bell hunt the secret — then God gave it to him. This 
little band of Christians wanted their beloved leader 
with a desire that moved Heaven. ‘Moving Heaven 
and earth to do it,” is a colloquial formula for ex- 
pressing this consuming earnestness. When we learn 
to pray according to the idea back of this formula, 
we Mog find the angel at hand (Gen. 32:26; 1 Thess. 
3:10). 


Away From Home!—When Peter was come to him- 
self, he said, ... the Lord hath sent forth his angel 
and delivered me (v. 11). Peter was in a kind of 
daze, just as you and I would have been under the 
same circumstances. Waiting to have your head chop- 
ped off is not a nerve soothing occupation, I would 
fancy —and a personal visit from an angel might 
make any man wonder if he were all there and in full 
possession of his familiar self.. Hence this coming 
to himself of Peter. How many times, when some 
great thing has come into our lives, have we said, “It 
seems like a dream”? I have sat with a great or- 
chestra, and, although not the least of a musician, 
have been carried out of myself by the wonderful 
music. have been in the green valley with bird- 
song and sunshine in the air; by rippling streams, the 
wind sighing through the trees; with the whispering 
flowers, and the lapping of the waves upon the swing- 
ing gondola; and with her soft eyes beaming on me 
under the light of the August moon, —and then the 
music stopped,—and I was back to myself in the 
same old Academy of Music with all its painted plaster 
and stuffy atmosphere. It is right here you find the 
secret of great preaching and speaking. Henry W. 
Grady, referring to his great oration, “The Old South 
and the New,” says, “When I opered my mouth it 
came rushing forth.” Likewise Paul, on that great 
day when “most noble Festus” called him “mad.” 
When Peter was with the angel he was away from 
himself. Mr. Preacher and Mr. Teacher, when you 
te ge with your “angel” you will be “mad” like 

aul. 


How to Get It.—They said unto her, Thou art mad, 
It is his angel (v. 15). Their answered prayer 
took their breath away. “Why, child, you must be 
crazy,” is what they said. I wonder if you would be- 
lieve it if your prayer came knocking at the door? I 
was trying to help a friend a while ago. An answer 
came to his deepest heart’s desire’and prayer. “What 
do you think of it?” he asked. “Only one thing the 
matter with it,” I replied. “What’s that?” “It seems 
too good to be true.” It was thus with that little com- 
pany of Peter pray-ers. The answer seemed too good 
to be true. So that figure out there must be his 
“angel.” Why did not the angel who opened the jail 
escort Peter all the way home? Why not make a 
finished job of it? Why should Heaven do anything 
for a man he can do for himself? Did you ever know 
an only daughter whose mother would never let her do 
for herself — not even to get her own bath ready? And 
then some poor chap had the misfortune to fall in 
love, and gather in “mama’s pet” for a wife. And 
the trouble soon began, too much mother-in-law and 
not enough daughter. I am on the Pennsylvania, pass- 
ing through the Bryn Mawr belt — “so swell and aris- 
tocratic, this old 9.55 don’t dare stop” (I tell the Bryn 
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Mawr folks). Over yonder is the palatial home of 
a multi-millionaire I know. One of my friends called 
there the other day and found the mistress of the 
mansion, with her several daughters, all sitting on the 
porch engaged in the old and homely occupation of 
darning stockings. That is the difference between that 
Christian home (the head of it is a Presbyterian elder) 
and a lot of other homes in the same golden belt. Do 
you want an education? Pray for it and Heaven will 
help you—but you must grub and make every lick 
count, Do you want a bungalow with a mistress fair 
and good, and with roses climbing over the door? 
Pray for it and Heaven will help you— but you've 
got to buckle down and “cut out” and take pains and 
join the Thrift Brigade (1 Tim. 4:8). 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


ve 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRriNncrPLe or ILLUSTRATION.—Abstract or 
Spiritual truth should be made clear by concrete 
ulustration. 











HERE are at least two ways in which this prin- 

i ciple may be applied. We may have for consider- 
ation an abstract or general truth which can be made 
more clear or vivid by illustration, or we may have, 
as we do in the lesson before us, an actual illustration 
of a truth that may be presented through this illus- 
tration with wider applications. The incident itself 
should be set forth with all the detail which the cir- 
cumstance warrants in order that it may be. con- 
cretely presented; but the teacher, first of all, and 
later the class, must be conscious of the fact that here 
is something whose message is wider than the cir- 
cumstance itself. 

It is most remarkable that Peter was delivered from 
prison in answer to prayer, but Peter was delivered 
frem prison once before, and Paul and Silas were 
delivered from prison. Did prayer have anything to 
do with these cases? In the Old Testament we read 
that when Moses prayed, the fire that was destroying 
the people was quenched (Num. 11:2); when Abra- 
ham prayed healing came (Gen. 20:17); when Elijah 
prayed the fire fell on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18: 
38). It is evident that prayer effects more than re- 
lease from prison; and multiplied incidents may be 
supplied to indicate that God hears the cry of his 
children, that he answers prayer, that “the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” 
(Jas. 5:16)., This is a truth that needs emphasis to- 
day when writers on religious education are not only 
afraid to assert the intervention of the supernatural 
but think that they must deny it in order to be sci- 
entific. What a rebuke to such unbelief is the recent 
statement of a noted scientist that to admit the ex- 
istence of God in any sense of the word is to admit 
the possibility of the miraculous. 

The lesson may also be taught as an illustration of 
the other equally precious truth set forth in the Golden 
Text. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


ve 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LE readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
. department; one dojlar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet =e the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 


of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


INustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 

Our Jim.—Prayer was made ... for him (v. 5). 
It was definite prayer. A Scottish couple had a sick 
son, and they made up their minds to pray for him. 
The father got down and began a long roundabout 
prayer. He went on to pray for the Jews, and then 
his wife touched him and said, “Oh, John, you’re aye 
drawn out for the Jews, but our Jim’s sick upstairs.” 
—From Henry Montgomery, in Keswick Week. Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Important When Telephoning.—Prayer was made 
without ceasing (v. 5). A woman telephoned the busi- 
ness manager of a large concert hall that she had lost 
a’ valuable diamond pendant there the night before, 
and asked if it had been found. The man said to 
hold the line. Search was made and the pin was 
found, but when the manager. went back to the tele- 
Phone, the call had been cut off. He waited for the 
woman to call again, but never heard anything from 
her again, even though he advertised. How often we 
act that way concerning our requests to our Father in 
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Heaven. We turn to him in our troubles 
and difficulties, and then, sometimes, 
weary of waiting, our faith gives way 
and we fail to “hold the line,” so that 
when the time comes for the request to 
be granted, we are not there to receive 
it. We are bidden to “wait patiently for 
him.”—From the Christian. Sent by 
Helen Palmer, Dormont, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Prize illustration. 


The Anchored Buoy.—The same night 
Peter was sleeping between two solders 
(v. 6). A buoy is fastened securely to 
a rock at the bottom of the sea. The 
waves splash around it; it floats serenely 
in its appointed place. The tide rises and 
falls; it is still there. The Atlantic rollers 
come racing towards it; it mounts them 
one by one and rides upon them as the 
roll past. The tempest descends, the bil- 
lows rush upon the little buoy, and for 
a moment it is submerged. But imme- 
diately it rises to the surface and is in 
its place again, unmoved and unharmed. 
What a picture of the conquering life! 
What a power and a privilege for a soul 
to be able thus to rise lightly above every 
opponent, every vexation, never to sink 
into discontentment, never to be over- 
whelmed with fear and doubt, always to 
be on top of the fretful sea of life!l— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle, Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


And So with Us.—And, behold, the 
angel of the Lord came upon him, and a 
light shined in the prison: and he smote 
Peter on the side, and raised him up, say- 
ing, Arise up quickly. And his chains 
fell off from his hands (v. 7). Some one 
told Martin Luther when he was going 
out on one of his hard tasks that the 
Pope was after him. He replied, “If it 
is a matter between Martin Luther and 
the Pope, it is all up with Martin Luther, 
but if it is a matter between the Pope and 
God, it’s all up with the Pope.”—Sources 
unknown, Sent by F. R. Williams, St. 
Petersbura, Fla. 


When Barked At.—-The word of. God 
grew and multiplied (v. 24). A judge 
who was occasionally on circuit at a cer- 
tain town was always sure of being an- 
noyed by some sneering remarks from a 
self-conceited lawyer. After one such 
occasion, some one asked the judge, at 
dinner, = he didn’t come down strong 
on the fellow. The judge dropped his 
knife and fork, placed his chin on his 
hands, and his elbows on the table, as 
if to give emphasis to his story, and said, 
“Up in our town there lives a widow 
who has a dog which, whenever the moon 
shines, goes out upon the steps and barks 
and barks away at it all night.” Stop- 
ping short, he quietly began eating again. 
One of the company asked, “Well, Judge, 
what about the dog and the moon?” “Oh, 
the moon kept on shining,” he said— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


How to Sleep Soundly.—The angel of 
the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him (Golden Text). Bishop 
Bashford in one of his missionary tours 
through China stopped one night at a 
village only to find that the hotel was 
crowded full. The hotelkeeper offered 
him a cot where he might sleep outdoors 
under the trees, but warned him that 
bandits and robbers had been operating in 
that community. He lay awake for a long 
time until he thought of the words of the 
Psalmist, “He that keepeth thee will not 
slumber”; and then he said to the Lord, 
“Dear Lord, there is no use of both of 
us being awake”; and in a moment or 
two, like Peter between the two soldiers, 
he fell sound asleep. When he awakened 
in the morning he saw a heathen China- 
man standing near, ready to sound a note 
of warning if robbers should approach. 
—From Central Christian Advocate. Sent 
by H. G. Wilcox, Red Cloud, Neb. 


What Struck Him Most.—The angel 
of Jehovah encampeth round about them 
that fear him. And delivereth them 
(Golden Text). A woman was talking 
with an Irish soldier who had come back 
from the South African war, and was 
questioning him as to the experiences he 
had had. He would not tell her anything. 
She begged him to do so, saying, “Oh, 
tell me what happened to you out there.” 

“Nothing happened,” he answered. 





“Something must have happened,” she in- 
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sisted; “just tell me what struck you 
most in all the time you were there.” 

“Well,” said the Irishman, “the thing 
that struck me most was the number of 
bullets that missed me.” How true of 
the Christian with the angel of Jehovah 
encamping round about !—From “Victory 
in Christ.” Sent by Amy C. Clippinger, 
Chambersburg, Pa. 


x 
From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


BY T prayer was made without ceasing 
of the church unto God for him (v. 
5). Literally, “tense prayer was made 
of the Church unto God.” What intense 
love for Peter the word suggests. Not 
strange, therefore, is it to hear Peter 
commending the same tense love with the 
same word, ektene, in his pastoral letter : 
“Having tense love among yourselves” 
(1 Pet. 4:8); “See that ye love one an- 
other tensely” (1 Pet. 1:22). Tense 
prayer was an expression of tense af- 
fection. 

And, behold, the angel of the Lord 
came upon him, and a light shined in the 
prison (v. 7). This is almost the idenfi- 
cal phrase of Luke 2:9, Kat idou aggelos 
Kuriou epeste autois. It was the Bethle- 
hem angel who delivered Peter,—no dar- 
ing and clever member of the Jerusalem 
church who had found his way into the 
dangerous dungeon, as some rationalists 
would have us think. 

He smote Peter on the side (v. 7). 
The same word is found in verse 23, 
where it is said of Herod, “The angel of 
the Lord smote him,” epataxen. 

The iron gate opened to them of his 
own accord (v. 10). Of his own accord 
is automate, automatically, a word used 
elsewhere only in Mark 4: 28, “For the 
earth bringeth forth fruit of herself.” 
“The seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how” (Mark 4:27). The 
miracle of nature is as inexplicable as 
any miracle of history. 

But she constantly affirmed that it was 
even so (v. 15). Déischurizeto, con- 
stantly affirmed, is used in Luke 22:59: 
When our Lord was in the toils of per- 
secution, it was confidently affirmed of 
Peter, by one of the Lord’s enemies, that 
he was a follower of the Lord, drawing 
from Peter the third denial. When the 
hounds were after Peter the confident 
assertion of one of Christ’s followers 
opened a door of escape for him. 


New Hampton, N. H. 





Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Pray, pray.” 

“My Lord and I.” 

“Don’t stop praying.” 

“I am praying for you.” 
“Sweet hour of prayer.” 

“Fill me, Holy Spirit, fill me.” 
“My faith looks up to thee.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The Angel of the Lord” -(76 : 1-4). 
Psalm 34 : 3-8. 
“Thou Hast Been a Shelter” (127 : 1-4). 
Psalm 61 : 1-4. 
“With Heart_Confiding” (260 : 1-3). 
Psalm 125 : 1-5. 
“Fear Thou Not” (246 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 41-48; Isa. 41 : ro. 
“Thou Hast Set Me Free” -(60 : 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 1-3, §-14. 
“He Has Wrought Salvation” (196 : 1-4). 
Psalm 98 : 1-3. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou art ever showing thy presence, and thy 
loving kindness to thy servants. Thou hast 
not left us without resources in time of 
trouble. We pray thee that we may have 
boldness to speak the truth, and to live 
it. May we not be turned aside from thee by 
opposition, or hindered in our service for 
thee by any fear in our hearts. We have 
too often trusted in our own strength. We 
have more than once forgotten that thou art 
our strength, and that thy plans for us are 
beyond anything that we could ask or think, 
Deliver us this day, we pray thee, from 
any bondage that is keeping us back from 
thy free and glad service. May we rest 
confidently in thee, no matter what barriers 
may seem to shut us away from that which 
thou art calling us to do. In thy dear 
name, Lord Jesus,.we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Two powers are 
over against each other in this lesson— 
Herod’s power, and God’s power. If you 
have any doubt about which one prevails, 
you have only to read the lesson over 
again. How little the prison that sur- 
rounded Peter amounted to when the mo- 
ment came for God to lead him out of 
it! Not realizing that the thing was true, 
Peter followed on after the angel of the 
Lord. Soon they were past the first 
guard, and the second guard, and then, 
and then they ‘came to the iron gate. 
Could that gate be opened? Would it 
be opened? How were they ever to get 
past that? In the very moment when 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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they needed a clear passage-way, out 
of the prison, that gate opened of its 
own accord: It was closed by Herod's 
power; it was opened by God’s power. 
Have you ever been face to face with 
an iron gate standing right across your 
pathway in some testing-time of your own 
life? Have you ever wondered how you 
were ever going to get through? Well, 
most of us have iron gate experiences, 


PETER 


“cops POWER 


DELIVERED! 














and as we look back upon them we can 
just see how, at the right moment, God 
opened the gate: for us, and we went 
through into freedom and his glad service 
once more, We needn’t be afraid of iron 
gates when we are in God’s own way and 
keeping. What is the Golden Text? Yes, 
“And delivereth them.” Do you think 
that means you? Let us pray. 
PHILADEEPHIA. 


4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


HE lesson text for this week is a 

good one to read aloud to the class, 
as every verse in it is full of deep, thrill- 
ing interest, As we read it we may help 
the children get the main points, 
. First, persecutions had renewed, after 
a long period of quiet. During this time 
of rest, the disciples, especially Peter, 
had been very active telling the good 
tidings. Perhaps they were beginning 
to think they were through with perse- 
cutions, when all at once, Herod, the 
king, became their persecutor. A cruel 
persecutor he was! The children will 
be interested to know that he was the 
grandson of the Herod who tried to de- 
stroy the infant Saviour by killing all the 
babies of Bethlehem. 
. Herod began his persecution by killin 
James, the brother of John, with a ore 
This. delighted the Jews, and Herod, 
wishing to gain their favor, had Peter 
arrested, and put in prison to be killed. 
They felt, no doubt, that if they killed 
Peter, the cause would be badly crippled. 
There were sixteen strong Roman sol- 
diers guarding Peter. We wonder if they 
were the same ones that guarded the Sav- 
iour’s tomb. It looked very dark to the 
Church that night. They had no strong 
earthly king to whom they could go for 
help and justice. They did the wisest 
thing there was to do. They appealed 
to the King of kings. In answer to their 
prayer the King (God) sent an angel to 


‘open the prison and bring Peter out. 


When Peter said his prayers that night 


rwe believe he told his Father in Heaven 


that he would be glad to get out of the 
prison, and tell people again about Jesus. 
Then he said: “Thy will be done,” and 
remembering that whether he lived or 
died, he was with Jesus. So Peter just 
closed his eyes and went to sleep, al- 
though on each wrist was a strong iron 
chain binding him to a Roman soldier on 
each side. When the mighty angel en- 
tered the prison, and waked Peter the 
strong chains fell off, and he was hurried 
from the prison. 

After the angel had led him through 
the iron gate and out into the city, he 
could then go on alone. When the angel 
was gone, Peter knew that he had been 
delivered from prison. Before that he 
thought he was seeing a vision. How 
beautiful the moon and stars must have 
looked, and how fresh and sweet the cool 
night air was after being in the dark 
dirty prison! And Peter’s heart was full 
- praise and love to his Lord and Mas- 
er. - 

There is one more beautiful thing to 
call attention to—the Church was pray- 
ing for Peter’s deliverance, but it seems 
that only one person believed that God 
would answer their prayer, and she, per- 
haps, was a servant girl. (Let us re- 
mind the children that this girl’s faith 
helped to-open the prison.) We do not 
know of any more revival meetings that 
Peter held, but we have preserved in 
the Bible two lovely letters that he wrote. 
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Lesson for June 21 
Acts 12: 1-24 


In the last of these letters he told that 
he was soon to lay down his life for 
his Lord. Perhaps he was in_ prison 
again, but this time he did not ask te be 
set free. It may be that Jesus was call- 
ing him to the beautiful home in his 
Father’s House! 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


' Say, Feilows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Rattlesnakes and sticks. 

Discussion: Name some of the prisons 
and shackles that confine and bind a 
fellow, so that spiritual impulses cannot 
find expression in his life. Show how 
God:and sinner co-operate to secure the 
sinner’s release from the power of sin. 


Objective: The unfettered life. 


AY, fellows, there’s a saying back up 

in the Cove that wherever you are 
threatened by a rattlesnake, you'll find a 
stick or a stone nearby with which to kill 
it. God put enmity between the descend- 
ants of Eve and the serpent and prom- 
ised that man should bruise the serpent’s 
head. The serpent typifies sin, or the 
tempter. It is just as true that no diffi- 
culty can arise in the Christian’s path, 
but that God provides the power and the 
means to overcome it. So enthusiastic 
was James over this discovery that he 
cried out in the secortd verse of his brief 
but splendid epistle: “My brethren, count 
it all yoy when ye fall into various test- 
ings!” It is a real joy to meet_our arch- 
enemy and whip him to a frazzle. James 
knew that it could be done. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Peter Delrverec. 





— Vs. 9410. 
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Now Peter was in jail, and it would 
seem, to human reasoning, that he was 
hopelessly in. Put there by Herod, the 
king, locked in the inner prison, chained 
by the wrists to a guard on either side, 
and further guarded by two soldiers on 
the outside of his cell; Peter might as 
well have been seated up in the Tower of 
London. 

But a fellow makes a fatal mistake 
when he resigns a Christian hope because 
the odds are stacked up against him. He 
hasn’t drawn, on his big account until he 
has tapped the resources of God. 

Do you notice that Peter had gone to 
sleep between the two soldiers to whom 
he was chained? Evidently Peter’s mind 
was at rest. He must have known the 
folks at Mark’s house were praying for 
him. He certainly knew that God cared. 
But what happened? Suddenly an angel 
stood beside him. So did an angel stand 
beside Paul on that fearful night at sea, 
when the ship was going to pieces in the 
storm (Acts 27: 22-36) and Paul was not 
only himself strengthened, but he was 
able to speak words of such confidence 
to the panic stricken sailors and passen- 
gers that they took new hope — and some- 
thing to eat! 


brief review of the utterly base and 
cruel character of this family of Herods, 
of whom this one was the grandson of 
him called “the Great,” Herod Agrippa 
I. He had been brought up in the palace 
of the Caesars in Rome—after his 
father had been murdered by his grand- 
father — with the son of the Emperor 
Tiberius, but at last put in prison by him 
and only released and raised to power by 
Caligula, who gave him a “kingdom” al- 
most equal to his grandfather’s in size. 
He was himself a strict: Jewj- in form 
and ceremony, and when he found that 
James’ execution pleased the Jews he 
planned to double his popularity by put- 
ting Peter out of the way, in similar 
fashion. But God—oh, can we not help 
our girls to learn with this very tesson 
that no earthly power or circumstance, 
though as relentless and unprincipled as 
a Herod, can prevent God’s loving provi- 
dence in the lives of his own? Surely 
his delivery of Peter from the inner 
prison, with its multiplied chains and 
guards and bolted doors, ought to have 
taught his children for all ages that the 





best thing to do, from first to last, is to 
pray. Yet how often we say, “There's 


The angel of the Lord| nothing to do now but pray,” as if de- 
stood by Gideon when God had_a great spair had reached its limit! 


And how 


mission for him to perform (judg. 5 :| often when God sends deliverance we are 


12), and David just as surely felt 's 
presence in power with him when he 
went out to meet Goliath (1 Sam. 17: 37). 

But, fellows, look carefully at Peter 
getting out of prison and see the all- 
important thing. There were two parts 
enacted—the angel’s (or God’s) part, 
and Peter’s part. With the angel came 
light, a command, and power. A light 
filled the dark cell. Liberty for you, 
Peter! Get up quickly, gird yourself, 
put on your sandals and your cloak, for 
immediate travel, and follow me! Peter 
lost no time. As he moved, chains fell 
off, doors and gates opened, guards slept; 
but Peter moved and followed, as com- 
manded. Peter wasn’t picked up and 
“found at Azotus,” like Philip. Peter 
had to use his ears, eyes, and legs, and 
every time he moved a muscle in obedi- 
ence to the vision, something fell off, or 
opened, or cleared the way before him — 
and he was free! 

Fellows, do you get the point? What 
has made you a prisoner? Are you bound, 
hand and foot — your will paralyzed? Is 
sin of any kind your master, arresting 
your upward course, stifling your high 
purposes and blocking your path to the 
lofty things you once thought within your 
reach? Listen! Liberty is close by; 
God is near, “The angel of the Lord en- 
campeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them” (Psa. 34:7). Take 
a step forward in God’s strength. Chains 
will fall off, doors will open, as you step 
out in faith! Try it, fellows. Test God’s 
promise. It may not be that you are to 
move instantly. The voice may be say- 
ing, “Be still, and know that I am God” 
(Psa. 46:10). Sometimes it is harder 
to wait in the trenches than to go over 
the top. But the point is this: Watch 
for. the light and listen for the Voice. 
“They that wait upon the Lord shall re- 
new their strength; they shail mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; they shall walk, and not 
faint” (Isa. 40:31). : 

Fellows, it’s close, stuffy, depressing, 
life-sapping in prison; the angel of, the 
Lord stands beside you and me, inviting 
us out to the larger life. Let’s go! 


Greensporo, N. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


. x. “There’s nothing to’ do now but 
pray.” 
2. The reality of angel ministry. 


N THE hands of Herod, and he set on 

pleasing the Jews at the Passover 
Feast! What earthly hope or help was 
there for Peter now? Certainly there 
was “nothing to do now but pray’ —as 
we later Christians still say when cir- 
cumstances shut us off from all human 
means and ways of deliverance from 
danger. Try to make your girls realize 
how desperate was this situation, by a 


‘just like those praying Christians in 

ary’s house — we think it too. good to 
be true and almost refuse to receive the 
blessing at our very hand! May our 
girls learn this lesson, now, from that 
little maid-servant, Rhoda, who did be- 
lieve it was Peter she heard at the outer- 
door, even if she did fail to open for 
him, “from sheer joy.” She seems to 
have been the only one of even that pray- 
ing band who believed that God could 
grant their prayer. 

2. There is another beautiful truth in 
this story, which if learned now will 
bring joy all their lives to our girls, and 
that is the reality of angel ministry in 
the lives of God’s children. Even Peter, 
who knew so well the reality of the angel 
ministry in the recent resurrection of his 
Lord, thought he was having only a beau- 
tiful and tantalizing dream of deliver- 
ance from that death-cell, until he was 
forced to believe by finding himself free, 
on the streets of Jerusalem, in the dead 
of night. It is no lovely fairy-tale to 
tell our children of God’s use of these 
heavenly messengers and ministers, for 
his inspired record is full of instances 
like this where the reality of their inter- 
vention in human affairs is given to us as 
plain history. How vastly the joy of the 
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Christian life will be enhanced if our 
girls learn these two lessons from this 


one! 
Home Study 


Make a list of all the angel ministries 
* the life of Christ, and in the Book of 
cts. 


Decatur, GA. 
“ 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of June 14) 


1. The Gospel was spread by the people 
who had to leave Jerusalem. 


2. The next great revival was at Antioch. 

3. Antioch was a magnificent city on the 
coast of Syria. 

4. Barnabas himself (Acts 4:36) is the 
clearest exponent of this attitude on the part 
of the Cyprians, but Acts 11 : 20; 19: 20; 19: 
4; 21:3, 16, all suggest this. 

5. They were taught in the Scriptures (v. 
26), and many people that believed were 
turned unto the Lord (v. 21). 


6. May it not be another phrase for the 
power of the Holy Spirit? 

7. Among others, tact, adjustability, good- 
ness, magnanimity. 

8. His befriending of Paul (Acts 9:27), and 
his befriending of John Mark (Acts 15 : 37 
and 39). 

9. “The Lord Jesus” (see Acts 11 : 20, last 
clause). 

10 Peter and John, following their first 
beating at the hands of the Sanhedrin (Acts 
5 3 40-42)., 

11. Philip, the deacon, preached “Jesus” to 
the Ethiopian treasurer, on the road to Gaza, 
and he was converted there and then, and 
was baptized (Acts 8 : 26-39). 

12. The name was first given there, and it 
was the first church to set apart mission- 
aries to go to Gentiles as well as Jews. 

13. Verse 26. Perhaps as a mere nickname 
for which the people of Antioch were noted} 
perhaps in scorn, as for instance, “Method- 
ists,” which originally was a derisive appella- 
tion. 


14. Acts 12:21 and 13:3. 


15. The coming of Barnabas and of Agabus 
and the charity to the Judean brethren. 


16. It was he who testified to Paul, at 
Czsarea, on his way to Jerusalem, that bonds 
and persecution awaited him in that city 
(Acts a1 : 8-11). 


17. Antioch welcomes equally Barnabas and 
Agabus from Jerusalem, and Paul from Tar- 
sus. Jews and Gentiles co-operate in eom- 
plete harmony. 


18. That it is well to have strategic centers 


from which teachers may radiate to outlying 
districts. 








Lesson 12. June 21, 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


God the Son: His Coming with His Saints. 
Revelation 19: 11-21 
Golden Text.— When he shal] come to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelied at in 
all them that believed (because our testimony unto you wes 
believed) in that day.—2 Thess.1:10 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
running from April 5 to December 27, 1925, 
and giving lesson titles and Scripture ref- 
erences only, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen cepies, 
$ia hundred, or 2 cents each. 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 


13. June 28.—Review............4. John 14: 1-197 
Golden Text: John 11 : 40 
14. July 5.—God the Holy Spirit: His 
,. POMONA oo sins ces dose John 16: 7-15 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4 : 30 
15. July 12—God the Holy Spirit: His 
PBC CIE~ 5350 oh AGS T8000 0.80 0% Acts 2: 1-21 
Golden Text: Galatians 4:6 
16. July 19.—God the Holy Spirit: The 
GOMRRUDE s v5 sess s cb os c0rceees 1 John 2: 18-28 
Golden Text: Galatians 3:2 
17. July 26—Ged the Holy Spirit: His 
PRURIGUED Successes sccoceeees Romans 8 : 1-27 
Golden Text: John 16 : 13-15 
18. Aug. 2.—Man: His Creation 
Genesis 1 : 26-31; 2:7, 18-25 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 11 : 7 
19. Aug. 9.—Man: His Fall 
Genesis 3: 1-24; Romans 5 : 12-14 





Golden Text: Romans 5: 12 





How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


INCE the theme of this lesson is so 

commonly confused with that of the 
preceding lesson, it is important that the 
two be studied together in order that the 
contrasts which appear at almost every 
point may be discerned. 

The title of this, as of the previous les- 
son, is based on one aspect of truth within 
the whole doctrine which the lesson is 
supposed to cover. The doctrine to be con- 
sidered contemplates all that enters into 
the world-transforming event of the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ, while the fact that 
the saints will return to this earth with 
him when he comes is, comparatively, a 
limited portion of the whole revelation. 


I. Certarn Vitat Facts Are To BE 
Notep IN CONNECTION WITH 
Tus Doctrine: 


1. The Bible teaches that the Lord 
Jesus Christ will return to this earth 
(Zech. 14:4), personally (Rev. 19: 11- 
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BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 





INTERDENOMINATIONAL! 


EVANGELICAL! 


EVANGELISTIC ! 


The National Bible Institute 


330-348 West 55th Street, New York City 


DON O. SHELTON, President. 


M. T. SHELFORD, Dean. 


HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


COURSES OF STUDY 
I. THEOLOGICAL. A standard course preparing for the work of the Gospel Ministry, com- 
bining all the regular features of a strong Theological Seminary curriculum. 
Il, MISSIONARY. Combining Theology, Bible and Medicine. Nearly three hundred grad- 
uates now on foreign mission fields under thirty-five different Missionary Boards. 


III. GOSPEL MUSIC. 


IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE SECRETARIAL. 


V. CHRISTIAN SERVICE NURSING, 
VI. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL. 


A new fire-proof building, to accommodate two hundred and fifty additional students, is now 
being erected. Tuition Free. Room and Board at reasonable rates. Opportunities for self-help. 


Catalogue and further information sent on request 








Juniata College 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 
M. G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D., President 
(Author of “The Making of a Teacher ’’) 


A fully accredited 


Co-educational 
Christian College 


Solicits the patronage of Christian parents and 
earnest students. 

Large Faculty, Beautiful Location, 

Moderate Charges. ; P 

For catalog and dormitory accommodations 


write 
Charles C. Ellis, Vice-President. 














PRINCETON 


The Theological Seminary 
of the Presbyterian Church 


114th Session 
Opens Sept. 29, 1925 


For catalogue and other information 
ADDRESS 
President J. Ross STEVENSON 





























Linwood Park Bible Institute 


Linwood Park is located at Vermilion, Ohio, 

‘*On-Lake-Erie,” some 40 miles west from 

Cleveland. Conference July 3ist to August 

9th, inclusive. Strong es arranged 

consisting of Bible Studies, Evangelism an 

Missions. For particulars and programs write 
the President, 


Pastor W.S. HOTTEL, 1518%% Fifth Avenue, Altoona, Pa, 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Srengenee and Bible Women who are being sup- 
xorted for om 37 cents to $2.00 a week. $40 to $100 
or a_year. rite Rev. .H. A. Barton, Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N .Y., for free 
literature. 











These great hymns still live. 


Do you know their story ? 


HOLD THE FORT had its origin in a message 
wigwaaged from mountain to mountain during 
the Civil War. 

ONE SWEETLY SOLEMN THOUGHT re- 
formed a veteran gambler in far-off China. 

And do you know the story back of 
these hymns ? 

A Shelter in the Time of Storm 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Blessed Assurance 

Dare to Be a Daniel 

From Greenland's ner Mountains 
How Pirm a Foundation 

i Love to Tell the Story 

Jesus Lover of My Soul 

Just asi Am 

My Country 'Tis of Thee 

The Ninety and Nine 


MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF 
THE GOSPEL HYMNS 


_ By Ira D. Sankey 
Willtell you all about them, and about almost 
trro hundred other often-used hymns, 
Unvaluable for the evangelist or song leader. 
Exceptionally useful aa anaid to the 
pastor or superintendent. 
A beautifal gift for father. or smother who 
knew Moody and Sankey as the foremost 
| evangelistic powersiof their generation. 
410 pages, with 24 portraits of famous 
sacred composers 
TWO DOLLARS 
TME SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
t03z Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 














The School With a Message 


AND A DEFINITE PROGRAM 
WITH WHICH TO PUT IT OVER 








There is but one remedy for this 
old world of ours, and we have 
it and are training men and women 
to broadcast it. 

It takes young people with grit; 
determination, a will to work 
and work hard to make good! This 
is no school for “a quitter.” 


We teach you the Gospel, —how 
to live it, how to teach it, and 
how to preach it. 


For information, write to 
J. D. ADAMS, General Secretary 


The Philadelphia School of the Bible 


1721-25 Spring Garden Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


BETHEL INSTITUTE 


ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 
Trains for leadership in Church and Kingdom 


service. 
Faculty of 22 Enrollment 311 

Semrnary—Offers three years’ course leading up to 
degrees B.D., and Th.B.; also special two years’ 
course leading to the degree Th.G. Prepares students 
for bilingual work. 

Acapemy—Courses : College and Seminary reget 
atory, Music, Public Speaking. Two years’ Bible 
courses offered in Academy. Accredited. Strong re- 
ligious and missionary spirit. 

Brstgs and Missronary TRAINING—Two years. 


A School witha Purpose which makes Invest- 
ments of Life and Money worth while. 
Write for a catalog and send gifts to 


G. ARVID HAGSTROM, President, St. Paul, Minn. 


The Brookes Bible Institute 


2051 Park Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 


is strictly a Bible School—fitting for Christian 
Service, by Bible training alone—The Whole 
Bible—the very Word of God concerning 
Jesus Christ as the Eternal Son of God is 
supreme in every class. $5.00 weekly from 
resident students does not cover the actual ex- 
pense to the I[nstitute, but it helps make it 
possible for students to attend. 


Term closes June 15. Write for Catalog 
The Missionary Training Institute of 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
eee Se: Se eee ee ee ee ened 


Our motto is The Whole Bible to the Whole World.’’ 
Write for catalog and further particulars to 


REV. C. EICHER, Dean 
Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 


GULL LAKE BIBLE CONFERENCE 
GULL LAKE, MICHIGAN 
July S to August 16 























Speakers: W. L. Pettingill, H. A. Ironside, Henr 
Ostrom, J. C. O’ Hair, W. 5. Hottel, I-A. Sutherlan & 
Cc. W. Fowler, E..J. Pace, Wm. McCarrell, and others. 
For programs write D. J. DePree, Conference Secre- 
tary, Zeeland, Mich. 


CHRISTIAN PARENTS 


Your sons and daughters should have 
a college education 


The great qucetion is, ‘‘ Can they get it without hay- 

ing their faith shattered?’ Houghton College has a 

oe ution of the problem. May we tell you about it? 
rite to 





J. S. LUCKEY, A. M., Pd.M., President, Hoaghtoa, New York 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








16; Matt. 25:31), and on the clouds of 
heaven (Matt. 24:30; Acts 1:11; Rev. 
1:7). It should not be difficult to be- 
lieve the testimony of these Scriptures, 
since God has promised it and since he 
who went on the clouds of heaven has 
already spent forty days on the earth in 
his glorified, resurrection body. 

2. The general theme concerning the 
return of Christ has the unique distinc- 
tion of being the first prophecy uttered by 
man (Jude 1:14, 15) and the last mes- 
sage from the ascended Christ as well 
as being the last word of the Bible (Rev. 
22:20, 21). 

3. Likewise, the theme of the Second 
Coming of Christ is unique because of 
the fact that it occupies a larger part of 
the text of the Scriptures than any other 
doctrine, and it is the outstanding theme 
of prophecy in both the Old and New 
Testaments. In fact all other prophecy 
largely contributes to the one great end 
of the complete setting forth of this 
crowning event—the Second Coming of 
Christ. 


II. Tae Comrtnc or Curist Propuces 
AR-REACHING EFFECTS: 


1. The nation Israel, God’s chosen 
earthly people, to whom at least five- 
sixths of the Bible is addressed and with 
whom the great covenants are made 
(Rom. 9:4, 5) — which covenants se- 
cure to that nation a land, a nation, a 
throne, a King, and a kingdom—are 
now scattered throughout all the nations 
of the earth (Deut. 4: 26-28; 28: 63-68; 
Jer. 16:13), and are to remain scattered 
until they are gathered into their own 
land (Deut. 30: 3-6; Isa. 11: 11, 12; 14: 
1-3; 60: 1-22; Jer. 23:6-8; 32:37, 38; 
33:.7-9; Ezek, 37: 21-25; Micah 4: 6-8) 
under the reign of Messiah at his 
return. Though every covenant with his 
earthly people was in full force when 
Christ came the first time, and had been 
for hundreds of years, not a semblance 
of their fulfilment was experienced at 
that time; but the Scriptures declare that 
all these covenants will be fulfilled when 
he comes the second time. These cove- 
nants are of endless duration and are as 
secure as the faithfulness of God who 
has sworn with an oath concerning them. 
The nation will possess their land at the 
coming of their King, and he will sit 
on David’s throne (Luke 1: 31-33). The 
Deliverer coming out of Sion shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob (Rom, 11: 
26, 27. See, also, Ezek. 37: 1-14). The 
return of Christ to the earth and its 
blessing to the nation Israel is the great 
burden of Old Testament prophecy. 


2. The redeemed ones of this age== 
the Church which is his body —are seen 
coming with Christ when he comes again 
(Rev. 19: 7-16; 1 Thess. 3:13; Jude 1: 
14). The Church is the Bride of Christ 
(Eph. 5: 25-33; Rev. 19:7; 21:9) and 
as such will have right and title with him 
as consort in his reign (2 Tim. 2:12; 
Rev. 20:6; 22:5). Until the Church is 
taken to meet the Lord, she is his 
espoused awaiting her wedding day; her 
marriage will be in Heaven, and she will 
return with him after the wedding (Luke 
12: 36). 

3. The nations of the earth will be 
brought into judgment when Christ comes 
and when he sits on the “throne of his 
glory” (Matt. 25: 31-46. Note, also, the 
“Smiting Stone” of Dan. 2: 31-45). Three 
classes are in view at the judgment of 
the nations—the sheep, the goats, and 
“my brethren.” Though the sheep and 
the brethren are‘both under divine favor, 
it must be observed that they are not the 
same, The sheep are to enter the king- 
dom on the ground of their treatment 
of the brethren. So also, the goats are 
to be rejected on the same basis. The 
Church is not in view. This judgment 
occurs after the Church has been re- 
cetved into Heaven, and after the “Great 
Tribulation” (Matt. 24:21). when Israel 
— “my brethren” — will have experienced 
her supreme suffering at the hands of 
the nations (Deut. 4:29, 30; Psa. 2:5; 
Jer. 30: 4-7; Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24: 9-28; 
2 Thess, 2:8-12; Rev. 3:10; 7:13, 14; 
1r:r to 19:6). This judgment will de- 
termine the nations which are to enter 
the kingdom of Messiah on the earth. 
Again, this judgment should be distin- 
guished from that of “The Great White 
Throne” which _follows a thousand years 








Arnold First Mortgage 

Guaranteed Certificates 

have all the elements of 

roo y are 

irst Mortgages on im- 
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further secured by the com- | 
pany’s capital and surplus of $1,250,000. |} 
} They are issued in 
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Che Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, June 6, 1925 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage, 


$1 50 Five or more copies, either 
e to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1.50 each,. per 
year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$2.00 ped than Ave, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


When the subscription rates for The Sun- 
day School Times for the United States were 
advanced a few years ago, the Canadian rates 
were not advanced, although United States 
publications in general have long been ac- 
customed to ask their Canadian subscribers 
to meet the extra cost of the higher periodi- 
cal postage rate charged by the Canadian 
Post Office on United States publications. 

On aecount of war and post-war conditions, 
and the adverse rate of exchange, the sub- 
scription rates of The Sunday School Times 
for Canada were maintained at the same -fig- 
ure as the rates for the United States. 

But the postage on each Canadian annual 
subscription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than tlie postage on 
a subscription delivered in the United States 
while the Company receives from Canadian 
subscribers only the same amount as that 
paid by United States subscribers. 

This extra postage amounts to such a con- 
siderable figure when multiplied by the thou- 
sands of Canadian subscriptions on our list 
that, in the light of these facts, we believe 
our Canadian friends will not wish us to con- 
tinue to assume the cost of this additional 
postage, which, however, is. not a large 
amount for any one subscriber, or Sunday- 
school. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
now receivable at the present rate plus 2g 
cents for postage. That is, the Canadian 
club subscription price becomes $1.75 a year, 
and the single subscription, $2.2g a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $a each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1¢31 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


cena masa, 










































Lesson for June 21 
Acts 12: 1-24 






OXFORD 


TEACHERS’ 


BIBLES 


You will find an Oxford Teach- 
ers’ Bible, with its wonderful 
References and Helps, an inval- 
uable aid in preparing interest- 
ing and helpful Sunday School 
lessons. The Helps are arranged 
in alphabetical order, like a 
dictionary. They are accurate, 
‘comprehensive and up-to-date, 
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‘Faith 33 
“‘Prayer’”’ 


** Guidance”’ 
*‘Chastening”’ 


Four of James H. McConkey’s Best Known 
Devotional Booklets 


Sent absolutely free to any one interested 
enough to write for them. Addrese 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S, 1013 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Penna, 














Have You Children Under Seven? 


The right kind of home education will 
increase fourfold their mental ability. 


Dr. KatuenrrneE L. Storm, Philadelphia, says: ‘‘ To 
my mind this course for the education of mothers 
is the most wonderful scherfé in the world; the 
solution of the greatest problems of the age.’’ 


** Bookless Lessons for the Teacher-Mother,”’ 
By Etla Frances Lynch, Founder of the National 
League of Teacher-Mothers, Bryn Mawr, Penn- 
sylvania. Post paid, $1.85 








Dr. R. A. Torrey’s New Book 
THE POWER OF PRAYER 
AND 
THE PRAYER OF POWER 


‘* Should be in the hands of every Christian in 
America.’’—S. S. Times. $1.75 


F. H. Revell Co., 158 Sth Ave., N.Y. 17.N. Wabash Ave,.Chicago 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 




















A Man Between the Ages of 30 and 40 Years 
Who Can Create Sunday School Material 
pach pag mgs de afm eh y be Ly fw, 
Supply Houses, State experience and salary expected. 

Address C. R., care of R. P. A., 








802 Witherspoon Bidz., Phila., Pa. 











WANTED :—Girl Reserve Secretary 


Interested in personal Christian work. 





interview required. 
YY. W.C.A. ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


Jesus: “Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, 
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later, and after the kingdom rule of 
Christ in the earth. 


4. All creation will be restored to its 
Edenic glory when Christ returns (Rom. 
8: 19-23). 

5. Satan will be bound and confined to 
the abyss for a thousand years when 
Christ returns (Rev. 20: 1-3). 


III. Two Events DISTINGUISHED 


The two events —Christ’s coming for 
his saints and his coming with his saints 
may be distinguished thus (for brevity, 
the first event will be indicated by a, and 
the second event by b): 


(a) “Our gathering together unto 
him”; (b) “The coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 2:1). 


(a) He comes as the “Morning Star” 
(Rev. 2:28; 22:16; 2 Pet. 1:19); (b) 
as “The Sun of Righteousness” (Mal. 4: 
2). 

(a) The “Day of Christ” (1 Cor. 1:8; 
2 Cor. 1:14; Phil. 1:6, 10; 2:16); (b) 
“The Day of the Lord” (2 Pet. 3:10). 

(a) A signiess event: (b).its approach 
» ge observed (1 Thess. 5:4; Heb. 10: 
25). . 

(a) A timeless event — at any moment ; 
(b) fulfilment of prophecy to precede it 
(2 “Lhess. 2:2, 3; note, “Day of Christ” 
should be “Day of the Lord” in verse 2). 

(a) No reference to evil; (b) evil 
ended, Satan judged, the Man of Sin de- 
stroyed, 

(a) Israel unchanged; 
covenants fulfilled. - 

(a) The Church removed from the 
earth; (b) returning with Christ. 

(a) The Gentile nations unchanged; 
(b) judged. 

(a) Creation unchanged; (b) delivered 
from the bondage of corruption. 

(a) A “mystery” not before revealed; 
(b) seen throughout the Old and New 
Testaments. 

(a) Hope centered in Christ — “the 
Lord is at hand” (Phil. 4:5); (b) “the 
kingdom is at hand” (Matt: 24:14). 

(a) Christ appears as Bridegroom, 
Lord, and Head to the Church; (6b) he 
appears as King, Messiah, and Immanuel 
to Israel. 

(a) His coming unseen by the world; 
(b) coming in power and great glory. 

(a) Christians are judged as to re- 
wards; (b) nations judged as to the 
kingdom. 

Important Scripture: (a) John 14: 1- 
3; 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 Thessa- 
lonians‘ 4: 13-18; Philippians 3:20, 21; 
2 Corinthians 5:10; (b) Deuteronomy 
30: 1-10; Psalm 72. Note all the prophets ; | 
Matthew 25: 1-44; Acts 1:11; 15: 13- 
18; 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-12; 2 Peter 2: 
I to 3:18; Revelation 19:11 to 20:6. 
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(b) all her 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


O YOU remember the last time a 
wedding invitation came to your 
home? At dinner that night mother said, 





“Father, guess who is going to be mar- 
ried?” Then grandmother said, “Who; 
is the bride, and who is the bridegroom ?” 
And sister said, “What will the bride, 
wear, and who will sing?” And pyotier | 
said, “Will they have a supper?” So 
the whole family smiled and chatted 
about the marriage. 


The beloved apostle, John, is telling us7 


of a marriage and Jesus has invited every 
one of us to be there. (Read Revela- 
tion 19.) John describes the marriage per- 
fectly, for Jesus told him just how to 
write it all down for us to read. 

This marriage takes place in Heaven 
when Jesus takes those who love him 
through the clouds. Jesus himself is the 
bridegroom (Rev. 19:9). The Church 
is his bride. (Explain that the Church 
is made up of every saved man and wo- 
man, boy. and girl since God created 
man.) The bride will be dressed in “fine 
linen, clean and white.” Instead of a solo 
there will be a mighty chorus which will 
sound “as the voice of many waters.” 
The love song will be one of praise to 





Es 
CT 


and honour, and power, unto the Lord 


our God.” 


While all the saved people are with 


Jesus the sinners will be left on th 


is 


earth. Satan will do his work, and sin 


and sorrow will sweep over the land. 
(Remind the children that not 
Christian is left here. 


a 


Those who love 


the Church, the Bible, and who love to 


pray, have gone with Jesus.) 


Jesus was born King of kings and Lord 


of lords. 
earth. 


He has not yet ruled on the 
But oh, he is coming, and he 


will bring with him all his loved ones 


from Heaven. 


John draws aside the curtain and shows 


us another picture. 


(Describe Revela- 


tion 19: 11-16.) “Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints” (Jude 


14) 


4). 
On this earth takes place the battle of 


Armageddon and Christ wins the battle 


(vs. 17-21). 
But watch! 1 

Heaven with a key and a chain. 

Revelation 20: 1-3, and see what happen 


An angel is coming from 
Read 


Ss. 
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“That old serpent ... Satan,” locked up 
for one thousand years. 

Let us all rejoice that there is a time 
coming when Satan will be locked up so 
he cannot make people sin. Jesus will 
be King, and all people will bow down 
and serve him, 

This earth will be a beautiful place, a 
garden, with no briars, thorns or thistles, 
(Quote Isaiah 35:1 and Isaiah 11: 6-9.) 
The animals will not be wild any longer. 
Little children will play with lions and 
bears, and they will be gentle like kittens. 

The glory of the Lord will cover the 
whole earth, and we will love to do just 
what Jesus wants us to do. Jesus’ will 
sit on a throne, and we will sit down 
with him. For one thousand years we 
will live with Christ on the earth, 

Memory Verses 
, Cradle Roll: Revelation 19; 166, “King 
of kings, and Lord of lords.” 

Beginners: Revelation 19: 16b. 

Primary: Revelation 19: 11. 
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Deaf? A post-card brings 
joy of good hearing again 


Amazing Invention enables deaf to hear instantly 
Sent on Ten Days’ Free Trial 


Some folks imagine that deafness is merely 
a personal annoyance. But it is far more than 
that. It ruins the disposition. Upsets the 
nerves. And taxes the health. 


Now science has proven it is needless for 
many to remain deaf. A remarkable little 
personal hearing aid has been perfected by 
a group of New York scientists. Immediately 
makes good hearing possible even to many 
who now hear very poorly. Results are im- 
mediate—there is no waiting—no delay—no 
danger. You hear at once—clearly, dis- 
tinctly, naturally. 


The inventors are so sure you will be 


elated with this wonderful little discovery 
that they offer to send it to you without a 
string of any kind—for ten days’ free trial. 


Nored tape—no deposit—no C. O. D.’S of 
any.kind. To take advantage of this liberal 
trial offer, simply write to the Dictograph 
Products Corporation, Department 1301-T, 
220 West 42nd Sireet, New York City. In 
justice to yourself, please do this now. 


If you have lost hope through other 
metheds, we are even more anxious to have 
you try this remarkable little invention, 
There is nothing for you to lose. Simply 
send name and address now. 








A Patriarch That Has Survived the Test 
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HINTS ON 
CHILD TRAIN ING 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL 


Rens volume, originally published many 
years ago, is reprinted at this time to sat- 
isfy the real need that is felt for it on the part 
of many. A patriarch amidst the vast num- 
bers of books that have appeared on this sub- 
ject, it still holds a unique place, and the 
principles that are herein simply stated and 
practically illustrated from the author’s ex- 
perience with his own children and his ob- 
servation of others overa long period of Sun- 


day-school work, are most needed in these - 
days of the demoralization of the family. 


“(A book that goes to the heart of things. . . One 
can scarcely read a page without coming upon 
some thought or suggestion that will be helpful in 
properly dealing with the boy or the girl that we 


know. 


If it were studied by every parent we do 


not at all doubt that the effect would be very per- 
ceptible on the whole American people in its com- 


ing generation.”’ 


$1.50, postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 





HE editors wil be glad to consider cross word puzzles submitted by readers, if 
sent ¢xclusively f® The Sunday School Times, and if made to consist chiefly of 
words foutkd in the Bible {it is doubtless impracticable to limit the words exclusively 


to the Bible). 
elaborate. 


Puzzles rectangular in shape are preferred, and not too long or 
Editorial payment will be made for. all that are accepted. 


Manuscripts should be addressed to “Cross Word Puzzle Editor, The Sunday 


School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” 


If their return is desired in case 


they are not accepted, a stamped and addressed return envelope should be enclosed, 
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The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 
definitions given below. The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 


the white squares. 


The number of white squares extending either to the right or 


down from any numbered square tells you the number of letters in the word. Most 


of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible. 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. 


It might be well to fill in, in 
These will give you hints as to 


other words that you do not know or are uncertain about. 


ACROSS 


1.—Uncovered 

s.—One who was a type of Christ 

9.—Trees of Lebanon 

10.—Adopted son of royalty 

12.—-A metal 

13.—Substitute for Isaac 

14.—Gifted cartoonist of The S. S. Times 

16.—Son of Mahol, celebrated for wisdom 

17.—Plain near Jerusalem 

18.—Near Ebenezer 

19.—Home of Joseph’s father-in-law 

20.—How Peter reached the sepulcher 

a1.—Populous city of Egypt 

22.—The = with which Uzziah was pun- 
is 

26.—On the Master’s left 

29.—In the breastplate with the “Thummim” 

30.—One of David's valiant men (2 Sam. 23) 

31.—Comrade of Joshua 

34.—City of Lycaonia 

37-—Job’s lan 

38.—Town of Judah near Edom 

40.—Primary name of Go x 

4t.—Where the law_was given (variant) 

44.—The spawn of fish 

45—A son of Jaaziah 

47.—Iron part of an axe 

48.—Writing fluid 

49.—Performs 

s0.—Strings 

§2.—An elder of the Israelites 

§4.—To burden 

§5.—One of Ruth’s husbands 
ment spelling) 


DOWN 


1.—Father of a king of Edom 

2.—A man whom Ezra induced to divorce his 
foreign wife 

3.—Sun g 

4.—Mistake 

5.—An adjective paraphrasing Lot’s younger 
son 

6.—To act 

7.—Snakes 

8.—Tower of Jerusalem 

9.—Bird of Jeremiah 8 

11.—Fragrance 


(New Testa- 


A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week's puzzle 





12.—Manasseh’s god 

1s.—Son of Seth _ 

23.—King of Assyria 

24.—Before 

2§.—Taken from Adam while he slept 

26.—One of the tribes of Israel 

ing 4 of children of Abraham and 

* Sara 

ee pine of Jesus and his bride 

31.-—Son of Ham 

32.—A Levite who played on the psaltery 

33-—A wild beast 

35-—A place in the wilderness of Shur 
—A famous high priest (possessive) 

38.—Stand up . 

39.—A village of Naphtali ; : 

4a.—Instrument used in the killing of Sisera 

43-—Son of Pahath-moab 

4s.—Son of Zechariah 

46.—Husband of Ruth 

s1.—Name of the altar of witness 

53.-—Behold 









































































































































Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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will be 


published in next week's issue of The Sunday School Times. 











The Victorious Life 




















Britain’s Jubilee Keswick 


‘T’HE Keswick Convention of England 
| sill hold its fiftieth anniversary, or 
Jubilee, this year, July 18-26, and the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times; 
Charles G, Trumbull, will be grateful for 
the prayers of the Times family as he 
and Mrs. Trumbull sail June 18 from 
Montreal for Glasgow (Steamship Meta- 
gama, Canadian Pacific Line) to attend 
the Convention. Mr. Trumbull has been 
asked to speak briefly on the Jubilee Day, 
Tuesday, on the movement in America 
for the deepening of the spiritual life, 
—the Victorious Life Testimony. He 
will be taking the Sunday services in the 
church of the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie, 
Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh, July 5 and 
12. During August the stations of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission will be visited. 
Please pray for God’s outpoured blessing 
in these many opportunities of ministry, 
and for guidance in editorial contacts that 
should enrich the ministry of The Sun- 
day School Times. Mr. and Mrs, Trum- 
bull expect to sail for New York from 
Genoa, Italy, September 8, on the Steam- 
~ President Monroe, of the Dollar 
ine. 


© 
Calendar of Conferences 


Manv have expressed a desire to be kept 





informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 

“Keswick, N. J., June 22 to July 6.—Atlantic | 
City Y. W. C. A. Group. 
Keswick, N. J., July 18 to 26.—Victorious 

Life Conference. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 27 to: August 
2.—Victorious Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 1 to 9.—Annual In- | 
stitute of Young People’s Union, -Atlantic | 
Conference of German Baptist Churches of 
North America. | 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 10 | 
to 16.—Victorious Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 22 to 30.—Victorious 
Life Conference. 


Full information as to the above Con- 
ferences may had by addressing the 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford 
— 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 





Children at Home 








Fairy Fay 
By Mary L. Kempfer 


ER real name was Fay, but because 

of her daintiness and sprightly ways 
she was usually called Fairy, or pial | 
Fay, — and just now she was very muc. 
interested in stories about those TT 
little creatures after whom she was nam 

“Oh,' shucks!” said Brother Dick, 
shoving aside the fairy-tale book Fay had 
brought him to read for her, “there’re no 
such things as fairies—they’re only 
make-believes.” 

“Just the same,” defended Fay, “they’re 
such lovely little folks, I think they could 
be real. And maybe some day you'll 
change your mind about them, too.” 

Dick was just three years older than 
Fay, but like most boys of eleven years, 
he felt very wise and grown up, and en- 
joyed showing off his knowledge. 

Fay picked up her book and tried very 
hard to read the stories from the pictures 
in it, 

Now it happened that a few weeks later 
Dick became very ill with a contagious 
fever, and had to be kept in a room all 
by himself, except for the nurse. Even 
after he was getting well and able to sit 
up, no one was allowed in the room for 
several weeks, and so he was a very 
lonesome boy indeed. 

Fay knew this and felt sorry for him, 
and wished with all her heart that she 
could do something to help him. 





Then suddenly a bright thought came 
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into her active little brain, and imme- 
iately she got busy. 

The next morning, as Dick was sitting 
in a big armchair, wondering just what 
he could do to pass the long hours, he 
was surprised to see a lovely toy balloon 
come sailing upwards just outside his 
open window, and a little gust of wind 
blew it into the room. Shortly afterwards, 
up came a beautiful colored kite; it too 
came quite close to the window, and with 
a quick grab Dick had it in his hands. 
Attached to the kite was a pretty rubber 
ball, also a note on which was printed 
the words: “From Fairy Fay.” 

A mistiness came into Dick’s eyes as he 
remembered that he hadn’t always been 
the kindest of brothers to Fay. But just 
as soon as he was well and permitted to 
be with the family again, he went in 
search of his little sister. 

“You precious!” he exclaimed, catching 
Fay up in his arms, “I guess you win 
when it comes to fairies. Anyway, I've 
found one little fairy that’s very real 
indeed.” 

And Fairy Fay laughed joyously as 
her arms went about her brother’s neck. 

BEAVER SPRINGS, Pa. 





| With the New Books 





The Story of Jesus. By M. Hadwin 
Fischer, Ph.D. (United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House, Philadelphia, $1.25.) “A 
connected, chronological story that can be 
used as a basis for further study,” and 
that is designed for the classroom. Thére 
are twenty chapters. Use has demon- 
strated that these can be covered in ten, 
but that it is much better to do so in 
forty lessons. The pedagogical princi- 
ples are sound and the work is simple and 
very suggestive. The chronology and the 
harmonizing of the several Gospel ac- 
counts represent a consensus of opin- 
ion and no extreme positions are taken. 
In “the lesson story” the comments are 
reverential and exhibit the author as a 
conservative in spite of the fact that he 
so uniformly uses the “Jesus” of the 
modernistic writers and so seldom either 
Christ, Messiah, or Lord. Just what the 
“gospel” is, is left in doubt and “dispen- 
sational truth” is not recognized. The 
book is usable for teachers of very widely 
differing doctrinal positions. 


The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. By 
Conybeare and Howson. (May be had 
from The Sunday School Times Co., 
Philadelphia, $2.) No Christian who de- 
Sires to understand fully the Book of 
Acts, the Pauline Epistles, and the per- 
sonality of the great Apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, can afford to be without this stan- 
dard work on the life of St. Paul. Its 
authors were not only scholars of a high 
order, hut were men of spiritual discern- 
ment as well, and their book reflects all 
that is best in the period of its composi- 
tion. Although written before the re- 
searches of Sir William M. Ramsay had 
done so much to illuminate the times 
of Paul, it has been confirmed in al- 
most every detail by his discoveries, and 
is a book that deserves a place in every 
student’s library. 

One of the interesting features of 
the book is the placing of the several 
letters of Paul in their chronological 
place in his life. This gives the stu- 
dent some helpful facts which he will 
find invaluable in correctly interpreting 
the Epistles. He is thus enabled, also, 
to trace the progress of doctrine in the 
New Testament, all of which leads to a’ 
better understanding of the Apostle and 
his work. The translation is different 
from the several English versions, and 
is most suggestive and bag a and the 
footnotes on the text throw light on many 
obscure passages. These letters have also 
been. published in a handy pocket edition, 
which may be obtained from The Sunday: 
School Times Company for 75 cents, post- 
age, 6 cents extra. 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of 
allustration. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 75 
cents. 




















Lesson for June 23 
Acts 12: 3-2 


more 
ipleasant 


more thorough 





Cieantnc the toilet ceases to 
be an unpleasant task when 
ou let Sani-Flush clean it 
or you. Sani-Flush does it 
better than you can by any 
| other means. It makes the 
porcelain shine like new. 
| Sani-Flush cleans and puri- 
fies the toilet bowl and 
hidden, unhealthful trap. 
Destroys foul odors. Makes 
the toilet. sanitary. Won’t 
harm plumbing connections. 
Sprinkle Sani-Flush in the 
- toilet bowl—follow directions 
on the can—and flush. Keep 
‘it Handy in the bathroom. 
Buy Sani-Flush at your gro-- 
cery, drug or hardware store, 
or send 28, for a full-size can. 


Tue Hycienic Propucts Co. 
Canton, Ohio 
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are used in thousands of schools, 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides and opaque 
objects—for projection in day- 
. light as well as in the dark —is 
0? Write jor Catalog the most complete in the world. 


Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 
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| DEAGAN TOWER CHIMES | 

| PLAYED BY ORGANIST FROM ELECTRIC KEYBOARD 
THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


LITERATURE, INCLUDING TESTED PLAW FOR 
SECURING CHIMES SENT UPON REQUEST 
STANDARD SETS- $ 5.000 TO $10.000 


— . C. DEAGAN, ic. 


| 


$85 DEAGAN BUILDING. CHICAGO _ 


BRONZE IIBLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


‘Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par* Place. 























CHURCH FURNITURE 


i for Church and Sunday School 
use, From Factory to You. Finecatalog free, 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 4 





Individual Cups 


Every church should use. Clean and sanitary. Trial free. 
Thomas Communion Service Co. Bex $ Lima, Ohle 





When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 28. My Answer to the Missionary Chal- 
lenge. Isa. 6:8, 9; 1 Thess. 2:8. 

July 5. What Makes a Nation Great? Deut. 
28: 1-14. (Patriotic consecration meeting.) 

July 12. The Beatitudes of the New Testa- 
ment. Matt. 5: 1-12; John 20:29; Rom. 


4:7. 
July 19. Great Women of the Bible. Luke 
10 ; 38-42; Esth. 4: 1-17. 
Sunday, June 21 


’ Life as a Hurdle Race 
(Heb. 12 : 1-4) 





Mon.—Overcoming 
10 : 11-13). 
Tues.—Overcoming doubt (John 20: 24- 


temptation (1 Cor. 


29). 

Wed.—Overcoming hatred (Rom, 12: 17- 
21). 

Thurs.—Overcoming fear (Psa. 91 : 1-16). 


Fri—Overcoming misfortune (Job 1 : 
13-22). 

Sat.—Overcoming selfishness (Rom. 15 : 
1-7). 











What obstacles in life must we overcome? 
What habits hinder our progress? 


How does Christian Endeavor help us to 
win the race? 


N THE Greek legend of Heracles, or 

Hercules, he was supposed to have 
been sent, by his jealous wife, a beautiful 
shirt. It was soft of texture and pleasing 
to look upon. It slipped oneso easily and 
fitted so snugly that the hero was de- 
lighted with his gift. But presently it 
began to be uncomfortable. The jealous 
wife had dipped the shirt in the blood of 
the centaur Nessus, and as the poison en- 
tered Hercules’ frame it ate into every 
bone as if it were fire, causing him ex- 
treme: agony. He attempted to tear off 
the shirt but it had grown fast, and so 
tightly did it cling that with it he tore 
off pieces of his own flesh, so that later 
he died. 

How like the fabled shirt of Nessus 
is the bright, attractive robe of sin. It 
is easy to acquire, pleasant at first to the 
senses, but before long its poison eats to 
the very marrow, and when we would lay 
it aside we find it has become such a part 
of us that our own efforts to-remove it 
seem, as it were, to tear our flesh. 


It is this clinging tenacity of sin that 
Paul had in mind when under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit he wrote He- 
brews 12: 1-4, using the metaphor of the 
Olympic games for the Christian’s race 
of faith. The spectators are the patri- 
archs and saints named in Hebrews 11, 
to which have since been added a great 


#.| company of believers who have success- 


fully run the race. 
ye 

To the runners in the race, believers 
this side of the goal, Paul gives three ad- 
monitions, — to “lay aside,” to “run,” and 
to “look.” 

The laying aside comes first, because 
without it the believer cannot run the 
race well, and the literal meaning is 
stripping off every encumbrance and sin, 

he vigorous training resorted to by the 
Greek athletes made the body supple and 
sinewy and got rid of all superfluous 
flesh, and the Greek word translated 
“weight” was used technically in the lan- 
guage of athletes. To the believer dBes 
it not mean to strip off pride, self-indul- 
gence, laziness, undue love of pleasure, 
and all other hindrances that make Chris- 
tians unfit for the race of faith? 


ve 


But mere fitness for running is not 
enough. Every heavy or dragging article 
of dress must be thrown aside, and so 
Paul includes “the sin which doth so 
easily beset us,” or which closely clings to 
us, like an enfolding robe. When we re- 


call with what punctilious care the ath- 
lete sees that every article of his running 
apparel is of the lightest possible weight, 
commensurate with the service it is to 








render, we begin to get a faint concep- 

tion of the importance of flinging aside 

every encumbering and entangling sin. 
~ # 

Then we are to run with patience, or 
with endurance, the race that. is marked 
out before us. The world is-full of good 
starters, but there are few finishers, and 
this is no less true of the race of Chris- 
tian service and faith. In the enthusiasm 
of our first love for the Lord Jesus Christ 
we are often ready to undertake anything 
for him, but how little it takes to cool 
off our ardor. What would we think of 
a runner in a hurdle race who stopped 
when he came to the first hurdle? Paul 
admonished Timothy “endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 
Tim, 2:3). - 


Paul then gives us the great secret 
of the successful race. : It is “looking 
unto Jesus,” looking away from other 
things and fixing our gaze upon our Lord 
who is the author and finisher, the orig- 
inator and the perfecter, the Alpha and 





The tired disciples, having been busy about 
vitation which 


opportunity could there be than that offered 


Des Moines, Jowa. ... = °.-. . June 14-21 
Eagles Mere, Pa........ July 11-20 
dar Lake, ind See so July 19-Aug. 2 


trated herileti: 


_ To secure the il 





giving ¢ 


interested. 


““Come ye apart 
and rest awhile’’ 
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Omega of our race. Satan will use every 
means possible to scatter our vision and 
to divide our attention with other things, 
some of which may be good enough in 
themselves, but which take our gaze from 
the only one who can make possible the 
successful running of our race. The run- 
ner looks steadily at the goal. We all 
know what would happen if he gazed 
about him as he ran. Paul emphasizes 
this thought also in Philippians 3: 13, 14, 
“This one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are be- 
fore, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 
ue 


Am I willing to focus my thoughts, my ab- 
bitions, my very life on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and his will for me? 

What hindrances am I attempting to carry 
with me in my race? 

Am I willing to let the Lord Jesus Christ 
remove them? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








many things, came to Jesus and this is the in- 


e extended to them. Every Christian needs to occasionally get away from 
the world and all its cares for a time of rest and communion with the Lord. What better 


by the schedule 


of summer activities under 


the auspices of The Moody Bible Institute which are listed below. 
SPECIAL SUMMER COURSE AT THE INSTITUTE, JULY 7-31 


Hendersonville,N.C... . July 26-Aug. 9 
Ocean City, N. J 


Colorado prings, ie, 5% 


Montrose Ministerial Institute at Montrose, Pa., July 20-30 
- The list of speakers contains the names of such noted Christian leaders as James M. Gray, John 
McNeill, Wm. P. White, R. A. Torrey, Henry Ostrom, J. C. Massee, George E. Guille, Harold 
Paul Sloan, J. A. Sutherland, Thornton Whaling, J. E. Jaderquist, C. E. Hurlburt, Pastor (D. H.) 
Dolman, J. Richie Smith, H. A. Ironside, C. H. Woolston, L. S. Keyser, Louis Entzminger. 
plete details of all of these address The Moody Bible Institute, 
Box S, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill., and mention the attraction in which.you.are particularly 











If I accept Evolution— 


What will it mean to my life? 
What will it mean to my faith? 


One important angle from which to judge the value or truth of any system 
or belief is the fruit or results that it produces. 


Evolution and the Supernatural 


By the Rev. W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 


is a masterly study of this aspect by an acknowledged authority on the subject. 


CONTENTS: 





Thé Meaning of Evolution 


And here are others— 








The History of Evolution 
Evolution and Christianity 
Evolution and Creation 
Evolution and the Origin of Life 
Evolution in Relation to Man 
’ Evolution and Religion 
Evolution in Relation to History 
Evolution in Relation to Christ 
Evolution in Relation to Sin 
Evolution in Relation to Redemption 


(JUST THE THING FOR THOSE PUZZLED YOUNG FOLKS) 
Only 25 cents, postpaid. 


Is the Bible the Word of God? by the Rev. W. Graham Scr 

Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly ? by Professor Robert Dick Wilson, 25c. 

In His Image, by William Jennings Bryan, $1.75. 

Paganism in Our Universities, by a recent college graduate, 25 cents. 

Confessions of a College Proféssor, 25 cents. 

A Pastor’s Experience with the Higher Criticism, 25 cents. 

Problems of the Christian College Student, in Faith and in Conduct, 
by J. A. Morris Kimber, 25 cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, 


Conclusion 
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“Physical 
Voice Culture” 


It Shows You How 
to Develop a Strong, 
Beautiful Sin Voice. 
Send TODAY for This 


Read the true stories of men and 
women who have learned from ac- 
tual experience that PHYSICAL 
VOICE CULTURE is the one in- 
fallible, tested, scientific method of 
voice yulicing, Just a few years ago, 
Bert Langtre’s voice was weak, rough 
and harsh. Now he is singing in 
Grand Opera. Many cases like this 
are cited in this remarkable book— 
true stories of men and women who 
reached the goal of their dreams 
merely by taking advantage of the 
chance that is now open to you. 
Find out how you can build a strong, 
beautiful singing or speaking voice 
in a simple, easy, natural way b 
silent physical exercises in the pri- 
vacy of your own home. 


We Guarantee 
100%Improvement 
in Your Voice 


This wonderful, scientific method of voice 

building will improve your voice at least 

100% or eres cant of your — bi be 
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adapted to home uty. Yo can can continue 
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voice that will compel the admiration of 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer. League 





“When Prayer Prevailed” 


Z WAS just seven years previous to 
the writing of these lines that Dr. 
Jonathan Goforth of China related’ in 
The Sunday School Times (March 323, 
1918) a series of historical incidents illus- 
trating the power of prayer, some of 
which fit in so well with this week’s study 
of the Sunday-school lesson that we feel 
constrained to reproduce them in place 
of the usual “Prayer Suggestions.” Says 
~p Goforth, commenting on John 7: 37- 

: “It is said that thirty rivers take their 
a in the vicinity of Damascus, and yet 
not one of them reaches the ocean; they 
are all lost in the desert sands. How like 
this are many churches and many Chris- 
tians! At the start, flowing so full of 
promise, then swallowed up in the world. 
Let no one say, ‘The time is not yet.’ 
Before Pentecost they could say it, but 
not since. Since Pentecost the promise is 
an eternal present . .. If we joyfully 
accept this promise in all its fulness, . 
there will be an overflow of prayer. This 
was the outstanding proof of Spirit-filled 
men at Pentecost, and has been ever 
since.” 

J oe 
June 15 to 21 

Mon.—Acts 12:1-5. Peter Imprisoned. 


James was taken; Peter was left: not 
because God’s care was any less over 
James, but because his work was done. 
Evil men have no power whatsoever ex- 
cept permissive, (See John 19:11; Deut. 
32:30, 40.) Herod could imprison Peter, 
but not prayer. When the Church’s apos- 
tle went to prison, the Church’s prayers 
went to the throne. 


Wuen Prayer PrEvAILep: “Wesley 
and his Spirit-filled associates devoted the 
hours from fowr to five o'clock in the 
morning, and from five to six in the eve- 
ning, to prayer, and multitudes were 
drawn wnto the exalted Son of God.” 
Whuy NoT TO-DAY? 


Tues.—Acts 12:6-10. Peter Delivered. 


The keepers were keeping the prison, 
but the Keeper was keeping Peter; and 
the Keeper became Peter’s Deliverer 
from the keepers who were keeping only 
to destroy. The Church’s prayers had 
reached the throne. Nevertheless they 
prayed “without ceasing” (v. 5); and 
while they prayed, God worked. 

Wen Prayer PRreEvAILED: “Pastor 
Harms began to pray in the Spirit at 
Hermannsburg in 1848, and inside of 
thirty years that little community had sent 
out three hundred and fifty mtssionaries 
to the foreign field, and Hermannsburg 
wat became as a watered garden.” Pray 


Wed. Acts 12: 11-19. An Amazed Church. 


“Amazed”? Yes, just as we too often 
are when our prayers are answered. 
Praying “without ceasing,” and yet with 
what little faith! How often we ask 
God repeatedly for some specific thing, 
and yet with all our praying have less 
faith than when we ask only once of some 
man. No wonder we’re “amazed”! But 
how it reflects upon God! And us! 

Wuen Prayer PREVAILED: “During 
the revival of 1857 in America no build- 
ing could be found large enough to hold 
all those who were pressed by the Spirit 
to pray, and fifty thousand a week were 
pouring into the Kingdom of God. cae 
HE not “just THE SAME TO-DAY”? 
Thurs.—1 Peter 3 : 13-22. 

Suffering for Righteousness’ Sake. 

Immunity from “harm” (from that 
which God counts as truly harm) is 
promised to those whe “be followers of 
that which is good” (v. 13), but im- 
munity from suffering is not promised 
(vs. 14-17). But God must be the judge 
of that which is or is not harm. He 
doeth “all things well.” 

Waren Praver PrevarLcen: “In Lon- 
don, during. the revival of 18509, .the 
Y. M. C. A.’s were crowded with young 
men, At times, so many were convicted 





of sin that they were down on their knees 
im tears all over the building, and soul 
harvests were reaped.” Pray FOR THE 
Y, M. C. A.’s OF OUR DAY, 


Fri—Psalm 46. 
God the Strength of His People. 


In a certain country community, nearly 
a half century ago, a great storm was 
threatening. The children in one of the 
homes were terrified, when the father, a 
devout Christian, quieted their fears by 
quoiing verses 2 and 3 of this Psalm. 
The incident has never beeh forgotten. 
What better under such _ circumstances 
than to quote God’s own Word? 


WHEN Prayer Prevaits: The God of 
the Book is the God of Nature—un- 
changeable, eternal, sovereign; “But 
WITHOUT FAITH it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must 
BELIEVE that he is, and that HE IS A RE- 
WARDER of them, that diligently seek him” 
(Heb. 11:6). 


Sat.—Psalm 34:1-8. The Guardian Angel. 


With that same father (see yesterday) 
this present Psalm was a great favorite. 
Again and again he claimed and experi- 
enced God’s delivering power in fulfil- 
ment of its inviolable promises. What 
will your children be saying a quarter or 


(Lesson for June 21) JUNE 6, 1925 


a half century hence of the power of 
God’s Word in your life? 

WHEN Prayer PREVAILED: “Toward 
the close of 1904, Wales became one 
great prayer-meeting, and overflowed in 
prayer to the ends of the earth; and signs 
followed in South America, in Africa, in 
India, in Korea, in Japan, and in China.” 
Oh, that soon the WORLD might be- 
come “one great prayer-meeting”! 


Sun.—Psalm. 91:1-12. Security in Jehovah, 


Another translation of verse 1: “He 
that sitteth down under the protection of 
the Most High shall dwell permanently in 
that resting place.” That is, he who once 
truly experiences God’s guardianship will 
find it so delightfully secure and restful 
that he can never be induced to seek pro- 
tection elsewhere. Is he that to you? 


WHEN PrAveER Prevaitep: “As many 
as eight hundred were out each morning 
at the daylight prayer-meeting.” The 
secret was this: “ONE DISABLED MISSION- 
ARY IN EvuROPE PRAYING IN THE Hoty 
GHost For KVANG Crow.” - “At the 
judgment seat of Christ,” says Dr. Go- 
forth, “many will be startled over the 
way they have sinned against God, by re- 
straining prayer.’ Let us restrain it no 
longer; THEN WILL PRAYER AGAIN PRE- 
VAIL ! s 








BE A DISTRIBUTOR 


"THERE is no finer car in the 
entire realm of automobiles 
than the durable Dagmar. This 

tiectly balanced car, built with 
Sta ndard equipment throughout, 
is moderately priced. 


The Dagmar is easily sold, one agent 
having already sold more than a hun- 
dred. There is an opportunity for one 
man in every community to establish a 
profitable, dignified business as a 
tributor of this high-grade car. 


In the smaller communities this work 








THE M.‘P. MOLLER MOTOR CAR CO. 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 


FOR THE BEAUTIFUL 


successfully carried on in spare 
time. In the cites a large business can 
be established by full time effort. You 
may start as 45 gmar dealer in spare 
time, ppnow: your activities as you 
see it is Liberal commissions 
are er eae 


Only men who can supply the finest 

references as to business reliability and 

. Standing in the community need apply. 
‘The car for demonstration will be su: 

lied on liberal terms and can quickly 

be paid for from the profits of your sales, 

oa one distributor in each community, 
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Use Cuticura Soap 
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Christian Stenographer 


A Missionary ccqnaisetion with offices in Philadel- 
phia, Pa., urgentl voqmres a 7 time, capable sten- 
ographer, one whose heart the Lord has touched. 
State salary required if any. Gon W lease com- 
municate with ‘* Miss sg itherspoon 
Building, Philadeiphia, P; 
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